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Section  D 


The  city  that  still  bears 
scars  of  first  atomic 
bomb  is  at  peace  with 
history  ►  D6 


THE  ATOMIC 
BOMB  DOME  IN 
HIROSHIMA 
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CUSHY  CARMEL  , 
Restrained  luxury  of 


FROM  SORROW  TO  SERENITY 
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Funjet 

Vaccriions’ 


by  August  4. 


Get  up  to  2  nlghtj  FREE  at  select  hotels.*  Look  for 
this  Iconon  select  Funj^  Vocations  packagesi 


F  U  N  J  E  T  .  C  0 


VAllARTA 

®  Allegro  Nuevo  Vallarta 
by  Oiddental  Aii-indusive 

T,  7n.fro.^679” 

Kids  stoy  free!  •• 


KAUAI 

O  ASTON  Islander  on  the  Beath 

Sntlrom  • 

NONSTOP  FLIGHTS  AVAILABLEI 
WedJhutdepofimSeplAJW 


LOSCABOS 

O  Costa  Real  Cabo  Resort  S  Spa 

$>17099 

2  7nlltom  ■¥#  W 

pQ  Kids  stay  heel" 

Auj  6, ),  13, 16, 20, 21, 23, 27, 2!,  30 


(ANCUN 

O  Gran  Costa  Real  Resort  &  Spa 

All-lmluslve 

(i 

7ntffoit) 

Kids  stay  frul” 

Aug  20, 27 


Call  Your  FoworHe  Travel  ProfMtioaal,  I -800-4FUNJET  or  visit  FUNJET.COM 


HUUUAltXPRtSb . 

TICKET  TO  TRAVEL877-M9-2885  OPEN  2A  HOURS,  7  CAYS  A  WEEK! 


MUUNIAIN  brtAUUWb  IHAVhL . SD(]-93l-1156 

SUN  VALLEY  TRAVEL, . 925-2tO-0228 


H  TROPICAL  HIDEAWAYS.,, 


RESORTS 


10-6-CANCON;707-765-1imi 


‘Free  nlght(s)  include  room  rate  and  room  tax  only.  "Maximum  of  2  children  through  the  age  of  1 2  stay  free  m  existing  bedding  with  at  least  2  adults,  Addltonal  restrictions  apply.A  hotel  rating  guide  ol  ( o  to  o )  is  explained  in  our  brochures,  which  are  available  from  your" 

travel  professional  or  online  at  fun)et,com  Vacations  Include:  Round-trip  airfare  from  San  Francisco,  roundtrip  airport/hotel  transfers  and  hotel  accommodations  tor  specifled  number  ol  nights.  Prices  are  per  person  based  on  double  occupancy  and  are  not  ratraactive  Enerov 
surcharge,  baggage  handling,  crib  and  rollaway  costs  are  payable  directly  to  the  hotel,  intemational  tees  and  taxes  ol  up  to  $89,27,  a  Hawaii  arnvaVdeparture  tax  of  $1 4,  passenger  facility  charges  up  to  $1 8,00,  segment  teas  up  to  $3.20  per  domesbc  segment  and  the 
September  1 1  th  Security  Fee  up  to  $1 0  per  person  are  not  included  and  due  with  final  payment.  Advertised  prices  are  the  lowest  available  prices  when  booked  electronically  through  your  travel  pratessional  via  VAX  VacatlonAccess  or  funlet.com.  Prices  will  be  $40  hioher  for 
reservatons  made  via  our  call  center  or  a  GDS  system.  Scheduled  air  service  to  Vallarta,  Cancun  and  Los  Cabos  is  provided  by  United  Airlines  In  W  or  H  class  of  service  and  to  Hawaii  via  United  Airlines  In  T  class  ol  service.  Various 
cancellation  penalties,  payment  ragulremenis  and  hollday/speclal  event/weekend  charges  may  apply.  Please  refer  to  Funjel  Vacations  Bill  of  Rights  regarding  cancellatons  and  refunds,  MasterCard®  and  the  Interlocking  circles  paF/I" 
device  are  registered  trademarks  of  MasterCard®  International  CST  #20092t8-20,  t  CST  2076187-40 1 CST 1000624-50  HCST 1008943-80  JCST 101 000-40  BCST  2064626-40 ;  CST  2011670-40  aCST  2048531-40  aCST 
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TRAVELERS’  CHECKS 


Free  taste  of 
Taiwan  sights 


Taiwan  may  not  seem  like  the 
most  obvious  tourist  destination, 
but  a  new  program  for  North 
Americans  connecting  through 
Taipei’s  Chiang  Kai-shek  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport  aims  to  change  that 
perspective  with  free  introductory 
tours. 

Passengers  with  at  least  seven 
hours  to  spare  before  their  next 
flight  can  take  either  a  morning  or 
afternoon  half-day  tour  of  the  Tai¬ 
wanese  capital  and  environs. 

The  daily  8  a.m.  tour  includes 
Taipei  101,  currently  the  world’s 
tallest  skyscraper;  the  Longshan 
Temple,  built  in  1738;  Chiang 
Kai-shek  Memorial  Hall;  the  Pres¬ 
idential  Office  Building  and  the 
Martyrs  Shrine  on  the  slopes  of 
Chingshan  Mountain.  It  returns 
before  1  p.m. 

The  1:30  p.m.  tour  visits  the 
town  of  Yingge,  renowned  for  ce¬ 
ramics  and  pottery  and  home  to 
the  Ceramics  Museum,  built  at  a 
cost  of  $187  million.  The  tour, 
which  retinns  before  6:30  p.m.,  in¬ 
cludes  a  brief  stop  at  the  Zushih 
(Divine  Ancestor)  Temple  in  San- 
sia,  built  in  1769. 

The  tours  leave  from  Termi¬ 
nals  1  and  2.  Participants,  who 
must  have  a  passport  vahd  for  at 
least  six  months  and  have  com¬ 
pleted  an  immigration  card, 
should  register  at  the  Arrival  Lob¬ 
by  Tourist  Service  Center. 


To  contact  the  airport  Tomist 
Service  Center,  call  011-886-3- 
398-2194  or  011-886-3-398-3341. 
For  visitor  information,  call  the 
Taiwan  Tourism  Bureau  at  (415) 
989-8677  or  visit  www.goZtaiwan. 
net. 

—  Jeanne  Cooper 

AVIATION 

Flashy  new  terminal 
at  Dallas-Forth  Worth 

Dallas-Fort  Worth  Internation¬ 
al  Airport  opened  its  new  Interna¬ 
tional  Terminal  D,  the  largest 
built  in  the  country  since  the  Sept. 
11  terror  attacks,  last  weekend. 
Designed  to  accommodate  the 
new  Airbus  A380s,  the  28-gate  ter¬ 
minal  has  an  8,100-space  parking 
garage  with  technology  to  help 
drivers  find  the  nearest  available 
spaces,  an  extensive  art  collection, 
67  shops  and  restaurants,  five  per¬ 
formance  spaces  and  a  298-room 
Grand  Hyatt  Hotel. 

More  important  for  Bay  Area 
travelers  who  are  frequently  rout¬ 
ed  through  DFW  to  points  south 
or  east,  the  terminal  will  featme  a 
generous  allotment  of  security 
screening  lines,  consolidation  of 
three  international  terminals  into 
one,  a  streamlined  Immigration 
and  Natmahzation  center,  the 
world’s  largest  airport  automated 
people  mover  and  oversized  bag- 


SIGNSPOTTING  By  Doug  Lansky 


If  planes  did 

stop,  would  it  be 
a  five-way 
intersection? 
Actually,  pilots 
are  known  to  taxi 
down  the  road  in 
Payson,  Ariz. 
Submit  your  unin¬ 
tentionally  funny 
sign  photos  to 
www.signspotting. 
com.  (Do  not  send 
them  to  The 
Chronicle.)  If  we 
use  one,  you  will 
receive  $50  plus 
the  chance  to  win 
an  around-the- 
world  ticket. 


Kenneth  Adamec  /  Hubertus,  Wis- 


’'The  Nation’s  #1 

Family  Owned 
Cruise  Only  Agency 


Buy  Your  Cruise 
Wholesalel 


‘America ’s  Leading  Cruise  Broker' 


*  “We  are  the  LARGEST  and 
the  CHEAPEST  seller  of 
cruises  in  the  Country. 

If  we  weren't  the  CHEAPEST 
we  wouldn't  be  the  LARGESTI'I 
We  Deeply  Discount 
Every  Cruisel 


Discount  Quote  Line 
1  7  Days  &  Eves 


CVC  CHALLENGE!  Shop  all  the 

well-known  Internet  providers  or  any  other 
cruise  seller  In  the  country.... 

We’re  aggressively  seeking  your  tjlleljl 
business.  If  you  don't  book  with  us)^^ 
YOU'LL  PAY  TOO  MUCH! 


Call  for  our  Special 
Purchase  Rates 


WE  MAKE 
DEALS  HAPPEN! 


-231-7447 


Crystal 
Cunard 
Carnival 
Saaboum 
Holland  America  I 
Royal  Caribbean 

Wholesale  Website 
Book  Online  24/7 


www.cruisevalue.com 


INCLUDES  I 

AIRFARE 


COASTAL'^' 


NORWEGIAN  SPIRIT  C 
EXCLUSIVE!!  ^ 
FEES,  TAX  $139 


.DEAL 


309V 


•VANCOUVER 
•ASTORIA 
•AT  SEA 

•  Francisco”  world  of  travel^ 

*  OHH  rnHIlulOuU  4955  Marconi  Ave.,  Carmichael,  CA  95608 

^M-F  8:30-5:30  SAT.  &  SUN.  10-2  800458-3636  www.cruisewwt.com 


OCT.  25-29  (4  NTS.) 
SAIL  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Discover  exciting  Malaysia. 

Limited  time  offer! 


STARTING 

FROM 

$1099' 

Kuala  Lumpur/ 
Langkawi 

•  Round  trip  economy  class 
fromLAX/SFO/EWRto 
Kuala  Lumpur  on  Malaysia 
Airlines  or  EVA  Air 

>  2  nights  accommodaiions 
in  Kuala  Lumpur  / 

3  nights  in  Langkawi 
■  Dally  breakfast 

•  Half  day  Kuala  Lumpur 
city  tour 

•  Langkawi  island  tour 

•  Airport-hotel  transfers 

•  Taxes  and  surcharges 
not  included 

•  Extension  tours  available 
at  additional  cost 

Gobundie.com 

1.866.462.8635 


STARTING 

mom 

$999* 

Kuala  Lumpur/ 
iVtaiacc* 

•  Round  tit*  economy  dass 
from  LAX/SFO  to  Kuala 

,  Lumpur  on  MataysfaAi'riines 

■  6  nights  accommodations 

•  Daily  American  breakfast 

■  Half  day  Kuafe  Lumpur 
city  tour 

>  Half  day  countryside  tour 

•  Full  day  Mafacca  tour 
with  lunch 

•  Airport-hotel  transfers 

•  Hotel  faxes  and  service 
charges 


Vacationland 

1.800.245.0050 


STARTING 

FROM 

*1645* 

Kuala  Lumpur/ 
Maiacca/Kuching 

•  Round  trip  economy  class 
from  LAX/SFO  to 

Kuala  Lumpur 

•  6  nights  accommodations 
at  5-star  hotel 

•  Daily  breakfast 

•  Half  day  Kuala  Lumpur 
city  tour 

•  Full  day  tour  to  Malacca 

•  Half  day  Kuching  city  tour 
•Full  day  journey  to  native 

longhouse 

•  Roundtrip  airport-hotel 
transfers 

•  Domestic  air  between 
Kuala  Lumpur  and 
Kuching 

•  Taxes  included 

SITA  World  Travel 

1.800.421.5643 


Your  $1  will  bi^ . . . 

Here  are  the  rates  paicin  the 
United  States  for  eachlollar 
changed.  Currency  exoange 
rates  change  daily  andhese 
figures  are  intended  ory  as  a 
guide.  Rates  may  be  mre 
favorable  abroad. 

July  28 

Argentina  (peso)  2.87 

Australia  (dollar)  1.32 

Brazil  (real)  2.41 

Canada  (dollar)  1.23 

Chile  (peso)  562 

Czech  Rep.  (koruna)  24.9 

Denmark  (kroner)  6.15 

Egypt  (pound)  5.78 

Europe  (euro)  0.83 

(Austria,  Belgium,  Finind, 
France,  Germany,  Grece, 
Ireland,  Italy,  Luxemburg, 
Netherlands,  PortugaBpain) 


Taipei  101,  currently  the  world’s  tallest  building,  is  part 
Chiang-Kai  Shek  International  Airport  for  connecting  p; 


Rates  are  per  person,  double  occupancy.  Prices  subject  to 
change  \vilhoul  prior  notice  Package  validity  dates  vary. 

Call  individual  tour  operators  for  details.  For  more  information 
on  Malaysia,  call  Tourism  Malaysia  at  800-336-6842  or  visit 
www.malaysiamydeslinllion.com. 


TOURISMIJK 

MALARIA 


gage  carousels. 

DFW  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
showplace  terminals  opening  at 
major  airports  across  the  country. 
Miami  has  opened  a  small  portion 
of  a  new  terminal  scheduled  for 
completion  in  late  2008.  New 
York  is  working  on  a  new  Amer¬ 
ican  terminal  to  open  in  2007  and 
a  new  JetBlue  terminal  for  2008. 
Detroit  and  Chicago  also  are  ex¬ 
panding  and  rehabbing  terminals. 

In  other  airline  news.  South¬ 
west  has  added  a  new  flight  be¬ 
tween  Oakland  and  Las  Vegas, 
reaching  a  total  of  13  daily  flights 
on  that  route  and  making  Sin  City 
the  airhne’s  largest  market.  And 
JetBlue,  which  flies  out  of  Oak¬ 
land  and  San  Jose,  is  introducing 
the  new,  100-seat  ^braer  190  jet, 
which  will  allow  it  to  expand  into 
mid-sized  markets.  The  new 
planes  will  begin  commercial 
flights  in  November. 

—  Christine  Delsol 

NEW  YORK 

Brooklyn  by  bus  - 
bold  tbe  pepperoni 

A  new  bus  tour  starting  Mon¬ 
day  will  introduce  out-of-towners 
to  New  York  City’s  Brooklyn  bor¬ 
ough. 

The  tour  will  highhght  loca¬ 
tions  for  movies  hke  “Saturday 


Night  Fever,”  “The  French  Con¬ 
nection,”  “Scent  of  a  Woman”  and 
“/^nnie  Hall.” 

Called  “A  Slice  of  Brooklyn,” 
the  tour  will  include  a  video  of 
film  clips,  stops  at  pizzerias  and 
the  Coney  Island  Boardwalk,  and 
a  drive  through  neighborhoods 
such  as  Down  Under  the  Manhat¬ 
tan  Bridge  Overpass  (DUMBO). 

Tickets  are  $45  for  adults,  $35 
for  children  imder  12,  including 
pizza  and  drinks.  The  tour  will  be 
offered  Mondays  and  Fridays,  de¬ 
parting  from  Union  Square,  Man¬ 
hattan,  at  1 1  a.m.  and  returning  at 
3:30  p.m.  Visit  Mww.asliceofbrook 
Lyn.com  for  details. 

Associated  Press 

CHINA 

World  Heritage  List 
recognizes  Macau 

The  Chinese  enclave  of  Macau 
has  become  known  as  a  gambhng 
destination  after  two  popular  Las 
Vegas-style  casinos  opened  last 
year,  with  two  more  casinos 
planned  for  the  near  future. 

But  now  the  tiny  island  just  40 
miles  west  of  Hong  Kong  is  hop¬ 
ing  to  attract  tourists  interested  in 
something  other  than  slot  ma¬ 
chines  and  poker.  Macau’s  histor¬ 
ic  center  was  added  to  UNESCO’s 
prestigious  World  Heritage  List 


In  Book  on  July  15. 

Review:  The  area’s  sig- 

Deputy  nificance  dates 

Travel  back  to  the  1550s 

Editor  Spud  when  the  Portu- 

Hilton  re-  guese  arrived  and 

views  “Dev-  it  became  an  im- 

ils  on  the  portant  trading 

Deep  Blue  port  and  gateway 

Sea.”  F6  between  China 

and  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Many  of  the  European- 
style  buildings  —  including 
churches,  fortresses,  theater  and  a 
lighthouse  —  were  the  first  of  their 
kind  on  Chinese  soil.  Yet  Macau 
also  boasts  traditional  Chinese  ar¬ 
chitecture,  giving  it  a  unique  mul¬ 
ticultural  history. 

Macau  was  returned  to  Chi¬ 
nese  sovereignty  in  1999  after 
more  than  four  centuries  of  Portu¬ 
guese  rule. 

Associated  Press 

WORLD  TRAVEL  WATCH 

When  in  Venice,  do  as 
clothed  Venetians  do 

Officials  in  Venice,  Italy,  have 
begun  a  crackdown  on  unseemly 
behavior,  including  removing 
shirts  and  dangling  feet  in  canals. 

The  main  focus  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  what  Venetians  call  torso- 
nudism,  or  going  shirtless,  which 
tourists  have  been  prone  to  do  be- 


Great  Britain  (pound) 

0.57 

Hong  Kong  (dollar) 

7.77 

Hungary  (forint) 

202 

India  (rupee) 

43.4 

Indonesia  (rupiah) 

9,872 

Israel  (shekel) 

4.53 

Japan  (yen) 

112 

Mexico  (peso) 

10,6 

New  Zealand  (dollar) 

1.47 

Norway  (krone) 

6.53 

Philippines  (peso) 

56.1 

Poland  (zloty) 

3.36 

Russia  (ruble) 

28.7 

Singapore  (dollar) 

1.67 

South  Africa  (rand) 

6.62 

South  Korea  (won) 

1,028 

Sweden  (krona) 

7.76 

Switzerland  (franc) 

1.29 

Taiwan  (dollar) 

31.9 

Thailand  (baht) 

41.8 

Venezuela  (bolivar) 

2,146 

Ass'.iated  Press 


cause  of  the  heat.  The  fir:  tourists 
to  be  assessed  the  50-flro  fine 
were  in  St.  Mark’s  Squan 

Vietnam:  The  Pham  Jgu  Lao 
backpacker  street  in  Disrict  1  of 
Ho  Chi  Minh  City  has  loig  been  a 
haven  for  young  travesrs,  but 
now  city  officials  are  realy  going 
to  put  it  on  the  map. 

The  city  tourism  deparment  is 
producing  a  map  of  Dstrict  1, 
popular  with  visitors,  and  will  in¬ 
clude  on  it  the  street  wheie  West¬ 
ern  travelers  often  mingh  before 
exploring  the  local  culture. 

For  U.S.  State  Department  ad¬ 
visories,  visit  travel.state gov  or 
call  (888)  4Q7-47A7. 

—  Larry  Habegger,  James  O’Reilly 
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Courtesy  Wynn  Las  Vegas 


Wynns  latest  not  greatest 

Vega,  developers  high-stakes  resort  ean't  outdo  his  own  Bellagio 


By  bm  Gorman 
Los  MGELES  Times 


Las  Vegas 

Sitting  t  a  waterfront  steak- 
house  t  the  newest  and  most 
expenive  Strip  resort,  in¬ 
dulging  ini  fabulous  meal,  we 
concluded  hat  Steve  Wynn  did, 
indeed,  buM  the  finest  resort  in 
town. 

It  has  an  legant  casino,  match¬ 
less  dining,  fine  art  gallery,  a  gor¬ 
geous  theter,  opulent  guest 
rooms,  an  inpeccable  staff. 

But  enoigh  about  the  Bellagio. 
Tonight  ve’re  at  Wynn  Las  Ve¬ 
gas,  curiou:  whether  the  visionary 
who  brougit  us  the  breakout  Mi¬ 
rage  in  19i9  and  the  $1.7  bilhon 
Bellagio  ini  998  had  enough  left  in 
his  creativf  soul  to  sculpt  another 
masterpiece. 

The  short  answer  is  yes,  with  an 
asterisk.  There’s  a  Bellagio  feel  at 
nearly  every  turn  inside  Wynn  Las 
Vegas.  (The  exterior  is  a  different 
matter.)  But  it’s  hard  to  call  some¬ 
thing  a  knockoff  when  it  cost 
$1  billion  more  than  the  genuine 
article. 

So  it  is  with  Wyrm  Las  Vegas. 
Five  years  ago,  Wynn  cashed  in  his 
Bellagio  chips,  then  bought  and 
tore  down  the  iconic  Desert  Irm  to 
build  his  new  resort.  It  was  initially 
called  Le  Reve  (“The  Dream,”  af¬ 
ter  a  Picasso  painting  he  pur¬ 
chased  to  display  here),  but  for 
branding  purposes,  he  gave  it  his 
own  name.  Today,  Wynn’s  signa¬ 
ture  towers  over  the  Las  Vegas  sky- 
hne. 

Allowing  two  months  to  iron 
out  any  opening  wrinkles,  my  wife, 
Jeanne,  and  I  drove  across  the  Mo¬ 
jave  Desert  in  mid-Jime  to  check 
out  Wynn’s  dream. 

From  the  outside,  there’s  noth¬ 
ing  Bellagio  about  the  place.  Ar¬ 
chitecturally,  it  is  slim  and  grace¬ 
ful,  wrapped  in  skin-tight  bronze. 
It’s  coy  compared  with  his  earlier 
projects. 

The  Bellagio  beckons  with  its 
extravagant  dancing  fountains, 
based  on  Wynn’s  onetime  premise 
that  if  passersby  were  wowed  by 
the  outside,  they’d  be  drawn  in¬ 
side.  He  used  that  strategy  when  he 
built  the  Mirage’s  volcano  and 
Treasme  Island’s  pirate  ship. 

Wyrm  now  rationalizes  that  it’s 
more  seductive  to  hide  the  goods  a 
bit.  A  140-foot-high  mountain,  for¬ 
ested  with  60-foot  pine  trees, 
shields  what’s  called  the  Lake  of 
Dreams  from  casual  passersby,  lur¬ 
ing  them  inside. 

Guests  stepping  into  the  Bella- 
gio’s  lobby  see  Dale  Chihuly’s 
spectacular  glass  creations,  and  in 
the  adjoining  conservatory,  daz¬ 
zling  seasonal  floral  displays. 
Wyrm  Las  Vegas  guests  enter  a 
bright  but  smaller  atrium,  passing 
through  a  grove  of  trees  decorated 
with  oversized  floral  ornaments.  It 


seems  kind  of  paltry. 

The  check-in  was  fast  and  flaw¬ 
less  and  peacefully  removed  from 
the  casino  floor.  Guests  lined  up 
for  the  clerk  of  their  choice,  a 
method  that  rids  the  lobby  of  the 
maze  of  velvet  ropes.  We  were  of¬ 
fered  a  room  with  a  view  of  the 
Strip  but  chose  one  on  the  back 
side  of  the  33rd  floor  —  appropri¬ 
ate  on  this  trip  marking  our  33rd 
anniversary. 

Upstairs,  we  were  rewarded 
with  a  spectacular  view  framed  by 
a  floor-to-ceiling  window  over¬ 
looking  the  pool  and  golf  course, 
desert  and  mountains  to  the  east. 
The  ciuTains  parted  at  the  touch  of 
a  button.  We  were  arrested  by  the 
panorama,  so  much  so  that  I  al¬ 
most  didn’t  notice  the  42-inch 
plasma  TV  hanging  above  the 
mini-bar. 

In  short  order,  we  discovered 
that  the  room  and  bathroom,  both 
spacious  and  beautifully  appoint¬ 
ed,  doubled  as  a  sales  floor.  Not  on¬ 
ly  were  the  bathrobes  and  slippers 
available  for  purchase,  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  price  brochure  in  the 
room,  we  could  also  buy  the  TV 
($1,700),  the  Andy  Warhol  prints 
($175),  the  king-size  down  pillows, 
the  comforter,  the  sheets  and,  in 
fact,  the  whole  darn  bed  ($2,400). 

And  1  was  just  planning  to  buy  a 
Wyrm  visor. 

Not  wanting  to  spend  a  wad  Fri¬ 
day  night  for  dinner,  we  settled  on 
the  coffee  shop  —  and  still  spent  a 
wad  on  a  couple  of  shrimp-and- 
pasta  plates.  We  started  wondering 
where  Wynn  spent  his  $2.7  billion, 
because  the  menu  was  photocop¬ 
ied  on  colored  paper  and  stuck  in¬ 
side  a  plastic  cover. 

We  explored  the  hotel  after¬ 
ward,  and  I  hoped  that  the  rhine¬ 
stone-studded  Wynn  pin  ($18)  in 
the  gift  shop  would  sate  Jeanne  be¬ 
fore  she  discovered  what  was  down 


Mark  Boster  /  Los  Angeles  Times 

Wynn’s  posh  shopping  prome¬ 
nade;  Cartier,  Chanel,  Christian 
Dior,  Jean-Paul  Gaultier,  Louis 
Vuitton  and  Oscar  de  la  Renta. 
Dream  on,  Jeanne. 

Some  hotels  have  a  car-rental 
desk.  The  Wynn  has  a  Ferrari-Ma- 
serati  car  dealership.  It’s  such  a 
draw  for  looky-loos,  me  included, 
that  Wynn  gets  away  with  charg¬ 
ing  $10  just  to  keep  out  the  riffraff. 

Once  inside,  you  can’t  exactly 
kick  the  tires  and  stroke  the  steer¬ 
ing  wheel:  The  vehicles  are  either 
on  turntables  or  behind  velvet 
ropes.  Even  in  a  downstairs  show¬ 
room  for  pre-owned  cars,  a  sales¬ 
woman  pohtely  admonished  me 
not  to  touch  the  merchandise.  Just 
see  if  I  ever  buy  a  Ferrari  Spider 
from  her. 

After  a  late  breakfast  Saturday  at 
the  coffee  shop  —  brand-new 
menus  had  arrived  overnight  —  we 
staked  out  our  place  alongside  the 
hotel’s  elongated  pool.  Off  one 
side  of  it  is  a  string  of  cabanas  with 
wet  bars  and  high-definition  TVs. 
The  lounge  area  is  broken  up  by 
planters  of  flowers  and  pines. 

This  isn’t  a  fun  pool  for  kids, 
simply  a  functional  water  hole  to 
cool  off  in.  And  we  were  annoyed 
by  the  deep  bass  rumble  of  music 
coming  from  the  vicinity  of  a  sec¬ 
ond  but  larger  pool,  which  boasted 
“European”  (translation:  topless) 
sunbathing.  1  went  to  explore  and 
found  a  DJ  playing  music,  hordes 
of  folks  drinking  and  lounging  like 
turtles  on  toadstool-like  platforms 
in  the  pool.  About  half  the  sun- 
bathers  were  topless  —  the  men. 

The  day’s  highlight  would  be 
“Le  Reve.”  Franco  Dragone’s  wa¬ 
ter-based  production  has  received 
mixed  reviews,  but  we  found  it 
masterful,  staged  in  a  theater-in- 


Wynn  Las  Vegas,  above, 
resembles  Bellagio  in  dramatic 
opulence.  Left:  A  waterfall  and 
Japanese  gardens  can  be  seen 
from  the  Okada  dining  room. 


the-round  that  felt  intimate  de¬ 
spite  more  than  2,000  seats. 

It  can’t  be  compared  to  a  whim¬ 
sical  Cirque  du  Soleil  show. 
Pitched  as  a  “collection  of  imper¬ 
fect  dreams,”  it  has  decidedly  dark 
elements.  Think  nightmares.  The 
90-minute  show  is  chaotic  and  po¬ 
etic,  playful  and  unsettling,  and  al¬ 
ways  athletic  and  wet.  It  plays  on 
themes  of  confused  sexuaUty,  ten¬ 
derness  and  rage. 

We  left  exhausted  but  awed  and 
talked  about  it  through  dinner  and 
into  the  evening. 

Wynn  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  explosion  of  fine  dining  (and 
fine  shopping  and  fine  everything 
else)  in  Las  Vegas,  and  tonight 
would  not  disappoint.  Of  the 
Wynn’s  10  dining  rooms,  we  chose 
SW,  a  steakhouse,  and  on  this  de¬ 
lightfully  balmy  evening  were  tak¬ 
en  to  a  table  on  the  outdoor  ter¬ 
race,  just  a  few  feet  from  Wynn’s 
mountainside,  3-acre  Lake  of 
Dreams. 

Jeanne  started  with  a  Maryland 
blue  crab  salad,  1  selected  an  aspar¬ 
agus  salad,  and  each  was  perfect. 
Jeanne’s  entree  was  a  petit  filet  mi- 
gnon-lobster  dish  accompanied  by 
a  crispy  potato  cake  and  sauteed 
spinach;  I  chose  a  larger  filet  with 
an  au  gratin  side  that  was  delivered 
in  its  baking  dish.  To  our  taste, 
each  meal  was  prepared  and  pre¬ 
sented  perfectly.  (And,  we  would 
learn  later,  the  china  was  available 
for  sale  at  the  company  store,  $350 
per  place  setting.)  The  only  flaw:  A 
busboy  cleared  Jeanne’s  dishes  and 
took  away  the  bread  and  my  dip¬ 
ping  sauces  while  1  was  still  eating. 

We  indulged  ourselves  with 
dessert:  “Not  Just  a  Hot  Ding 
Dong”  (a  chocolate  lava  cake 
topped  with  marshmallow),  fol¬ 
lowed  by  milk  and  cookies,  be¬ 
cause  1  was  now  desperate  for  the 
“ice-cold  shot  of  milk”  the  menu 
promised. 

The  Lake  of  Dreams  show,  pro¬ 
duced  with  thousands  of  lights  that 
turned  the  water  into  a  swirl  of  col¬ 
ors  and  bathed  the  pine  trees  in 
blues  and  greens,  left  us  bewil¬ 
dered  and  wondering  if  we  were  at 
an  outdoor  rock  concert.  For  a  ho¬ 
tel  that  otherwise  was  filled  with 
tasteful  elegance,  the  light  show 
was  a  letdown. 

We  left  the  Wyrm  after  a  Sunday 
brunch  buffet  that  was  fine  but  not 
as  astonishing  as,  say,  the  Bella- 
gio’s.  Oops,  there  1  go  again,  com¬ 
paring  one  Wynn  joint  to  another. 
But  in  Las  Vegas,  he  sets  the  bar. 
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Culture  shock  still 
souvenir  of  Japan 


I’m  dead.  That’s  my  working 
theory,  anyway;  I’m  dead  and 
I’m  in  one  of  those  corpse 
drawers  they’re  always  pulling 
open  on  “CSi:  Miami.” 

As  I  fumble  and  thrash  inside 
my  dark,  elbow-wide  container  — 
maybe  I’m  not  quite  dead  yet  —  1 
hit  a  light  switch.  Then  1  remem¬ 
ber:  I’m  not  in  a  morgue;  I’m 
somewhere  much  stranger  —  a 
uniquely  Japanese  institution 
called  a  capsule  hotel. 

At  a  capsule  hotel,  you  don’t  get 
a  room.  You  get  a  cubbyhole 
about  VA  feet  wide,  3V5  feet  high 
and  6  feet  long.  You  get  a  mattress, 
a  pillow  and  a  blanket,  a  tiny  TV 
and  nothing  else.  Judging  by  the 
tipsy  men  crawling  in  and  out  of 
the  capsules  in  my  cell  block, 
these  places  are  largely  populated 
by  businessmen  who  linger  a  little 
too  long  at  the  sake  bars  and  miss 
the  last  train  home. 

Next  morning,  in  a  jetlagged, 
sleep-deprived  muddle,  1  stumble 
over  to  the  Osaka  train  station  in 
search  of  something  to  eat.  But 
nothing  at  any  of  the  food  stalls 
looks  remotely  like  any  breakfast 
I’ve  ever  seen.  Japanese  men  and 
women  are  loudly  slurping  noo¬ 
dles  and  chopsticking  little  bits  of 
fish  and  eel  and  seaweed  and  pick- 
led  vegetables.  All  the  signs  are  in 
kanji,  the  Japanese  pictographs,  , 
and  1  can’t  find  a  soul  who  speaks 
English.  I  neVer  thought  I’d  be  so 
desperate  for  a  Starbucks. 

TTiis  is  my  little  “Lost  in  Trans¬ 
lation”  moment.  I’ve  momentarily 
been  overwhelmed  with  culture 
shock,  that  disquieting  sensation 
of  being  a  clueless  stranger  in  an 
exceedingly  strange  land.  I 
haven’t  felt  this  way  in  quite  a  long 
time,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  it’s 
because  I’ve  become  a  sophisticat¬ 
ed  man  of  the  world,  instantly  at 
home  everywhere  from  a  Miche- 
lin  three-star  restaurant  to  a 
smoky  Marrakesh  souk. 

But  the  truth  is  that  they  make 
it  so  damn  easy  for  us  these  days. 
Globalization,  the  adoption  of  En¬ 
glish  as  the  world’s  second  lan¬ 
guage  and  the  eagerness  of  hotels 
and  restaurants  around  the  globe 
to  cater  to  Western  (read:  Amer¬ 
ican)  tastes  have  combined  to  en¬ 
sure  we  rarely  feel  greatly  out  of 
place,  or  out  of  sorts,  anymore. 

Whether  this  is  good  or  bad  de¬ 
pends  on  your  perspective.  Those 
traveler/tourist  comparisons  are 
often  tired  and  fatuous,  but  per¬ 
haps  in  this  case  one  is  apt:  Trav¬ 
elers,  I  think,  tend  to  feel  exhila¬ 
rated  by  culture  shock,  tourists  a 
little  freaked  out. 

If  you  exult  in  it,  Japan  is  hard 
to  beat.  Its  culture  is  at  once  an¬ 
cient  and  futuristic,  and  it  rarely 
alters  its  ways  to  suit  Western 
tourists.  Relatively  few  people 
speak  English.  You  adjust  to  Japan, 
rather  than  vice  versa. 

About  the  only  place  I  saw  En¬ 
glish  used  consistently  was  on  T- 
shirts  worn  by  young  people,  and 
(as  Japanophiles  here  are  well 
aware)  this  was  a  weird,  jabber- 
wocky  form  of  English.  “Don’t 
mess  with  juicy,”  read  one  shirt. 
“Hurry  up  the  cakes,”  read  anoth- 


John  Flinn 

Departures 

After  a  while,  I  began  to  collect 
these  slogans  in  my  journal.  They 
were,  I  thought,  a  peculiarly  ad¬ 
dictive  form  of  poetry: 

“Why  waste  lucky?” 

“Oh  my  goodness.  Don’t  scully 
me.” 

“Mischievous  blue  rabbit 
skunk.” 

“Oranges  now!” 

(My  guess  is  that  if  a  Japanese 
speaker  saw  the  kanji  characters 
tattooed  on  ankles  and  shoulder 
blades  all  over  America,  he’d  find 
them  equally  nonsensical.) 

Like  most  first-time  visitors,  I 
could  never  get  the  hang  of  the 
slipper  ritual.  The  Japanese  don’t 
wear  shoes  indoors;  they  switch 
into  slippers.  But  it’s  never  that 
simple:  There’s  one  type  of  slipper 
for  hallways,  another  for  bath¬ 
rooms.  Some  hotels  have  a  third 
type  for  lobbies  and  dining  rooms. 

None  fit  me.  Ever.  With  my  size 
10  feet,  I  felt  like  Shaquille 
O’Neal,  with  my  heels  always 
hanging  off  the  back.  At  least  once 
a  day  I’d  forget  the  slippers  alto¬ 
gether  and  stride  into  a  restaurant 
or  hotel  lobby  in  my  mud-spatter¬ 
ed  hiking  shoes.  The  Japanese 
were  much  too  polite  to  yell  at  me, 
but  they  can  convey  more  with  a 
wince  than  a  longshoreman  can 
with  a  bout  of  Tourette’s  syn¬ 
drome. 

You’re  constantly  switching 
slippers.  Even  in  restrooms  where 
the  toilet  is  less  than  2  feet  from 
the  doorway,  you’re  expected  to 
step  out  of  your  hallway  slippers 
and  into  the  rubber  bathroom 
slippers.  The  Japanese  do  this  with 
a  graceful  pirouette;  they  like  to 
leave  their  hallway  slippers  point¬ 
ing  out,  like  a  driver  who  backs  in¬ 
to  a  parking  space  to  ensure  a 
quick  exit.  I  could  always  find  my 
slippers;  they  were  the  ones  point¬ 
ing  the  opposite  direction  from 
everyone  else’s. 

Things  hit  bottom  when,  at  a 
relatively  fancy  resort  hotel  in  the 
Kii  Mountains,  I  walked  into  the 
dining  room  full  of  hearty  good 
cheer  and  saw  everyone  wince  in 
unison.  I  looked  down  at  my  feet: 
Yup,  I  was  wearing  my  toilet  slip¬ 
pers. 

If  all  this  sounds  like  an  ordeal, 
it  wasn’t.  Just  the  opposite.  Step¬ 
ping  outside  our  own  culture  — 
way  outside  it  —  reminds  us  that 
we’re  all  strangers  in  someone 
else’s  strange  land.  It’s  both  hum¬ 
bling  and  enlightening,  and  when 
we  get  home  we  see  it  with  new 
eyes.  That,  after  all,  is  why  we  trav¬ 
el. 

E-mail  Executive  Travel  Editor 
John  Flinn  at 
travel@sfchronicle.com. 
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Resort  and  spa 
on  Cape  Cod 

On  a  recent  trip  to  Cape  Cod,  I 
stayed  at  an  elegant  resort  and  spa 
in  Hyannis,  the  Cape  Codder. 

With  256  rooms  spread  out  over 
five  wings,  the  resort  has  an  8,200 
square-foot  indoor  wave  pool,  two 
saunas,  a  fitness  center,  a  tennis 
court  and  a  spa.  In  addition  to  a 
coffee  shop,  the  Cape  Codder  has 
the  Grand  Cru,  a  wine  bar  with  a 
unique  dinner  menu.  The  average 
entree  is  $15. 

Rooms  start  at  $143.  The  Cape 
Codder  offers  vacation  packages, 
including  some  for  families  and 
golfers. 

Contact:  The  Cape  Codder, 
1225  lyannough  Road,  Hyannis, 
MA  02601.  (800)  297-2200,  www. 
capecodderresort.  com. 

EVEMOOLHUYZEN 

Alameda 

Mountain  hotel  base 
for  Swiss  hikes 

Seeking  out  the  best  walks  and 
hikes  in  Europe,  we  foimd  the 
small  village  of  Wengen,  Switzer¬ 
land  is  still  tops,  as  we  wrote  to  Fol¬ 
low  the  Reader  in  1997.  We  have 
visited  Wengen  several  times  for 
its  groomed  trails  and  unmatched 
views  of  the  Jungfrau,  Eiger  and 
other  mountains.  There  are  still  no 
cars  in  Wengen.  Park  yoru  car  in 
Lauterbrunnen  and  take  the  cog 
train  transfer  to  the  local  railway. 

Our  choice  is  the  small  Hotel 
Schoenegg,  run  by  Olympic  skier 
Rene  Berthod,  where  the  food  is 


Baja  California:  Trudi  Angell, 
longtime  Baja  resident  and  owner 
of  Paddling  South,  presents  a  slide 
show  on  kayaking,  mule  riding, 
mountain  biking,  snorkeling  and 
other  Baja  activities.  7  p.m.  Tues¬ 
day  at  REI,  1338  San  Pablo  Ave., 
Berkeley.  (510)  5274140.  Free. 

International:  Publisher  Lonely 
Planet  starts  its  National  Passport 
Campaign  with  a  fair,  including 
free  passport  photos  and  applica- 


SFGate  .com 

►  Read  previous  Follow  the 
Reader  recommendations 
online  at  sfgate.com/travel/ 
followthereader. 


excellent  and  the  staff  is  friendly. 
We  book  half  pension  (room,  din¬ 
ner  and  breakfast),  which  costs 
about  $290  to  $310  for  the  two  of 
us,  depending  on  the  season. 
Breakfast-only  options  are  also 
available. 

For  a  stay  of  several  days,  look 
into  a  Swiss  pass  for  all  the  cable 
cars,  gondolas  and  cog  trains  that 
you  will  want  to  use.  And  take  or 
buy  a  walking  stick.  There  are 
plenty  of  level  trails,  but  a  lot  of  the 
best  are  up  and  down. 

Contact:  Hotel  Schoenegg,  CH, 
3823m,  Wengen,  Switzerland. 
011-41-33-855-3422,  www.hotel- 
schoenegg.ch. 

PAT  and  ED  SHELTON 
Kentfield 

Italian-style  inn 
in  British  Columbia 

We  recently  spent  three  won¬ 
derful  nights  at  the  Villa  Marco 
Polo  Inn  in  Victoria,  British  Co¬ 
lumbia.  The  iim  is  in  a  quiet  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  beautiful  old  trees, 
lovely  gardens  and  tmn-of-the- 
last-century  estates. 

Villa  Marco  Polo,  an  Italian  Re¬ 
naissance  mansion,  has  been  dec¬ 
orated  by  owners  Eliza  and  Clark 
Livingston,  with  a  wonderful  com¬ 
bination  of  luxury  and  comfort. 


tions,  world  food  and  music,  raffle 
and  giveaways,  and  travel  advice. 
Noon  Thursday  at  Lonely  Planet 
Warehouse,  322  Filbert  St.  (at 
Third  Street),  Oakland.  (510)  893- 
8556,  Ext.  119.  Free. 

Costa  Rica:  Erin  Van  Rheenen 
talks  about  his  book,  “Living 
Abroad  in  Costa  Rica.”  2  p.m.  Sun¬ 
day,  Aug.  7,  at  Book  Passage,  Ferry 
Building,  San  Francisco.  (415) 
927-0960.  Free. 


We  spent  one  very  rainy  morning 
eating  the  three-course  breakfast 
in  a  lovely  garden  room,  then  went 
upstairs  to  our  lovely  room  and 
read  all  day  with  the  rain  at  our  ter¬ 
race  window. 

Liam  Morton,  the  manager, 
concierge,  driver  and  helper,  un¬ 
derstood  our  tastes  and  led  us  to  ex¬ 
cellent  restaurants  and  outings. 

Prices  for  the  five  guest  rooms 
range  from  $145  to  $279,  includ¬ 
ing  breakfast. 

Contact:  Villa  Marco  Polio  Inn, 
1524  Shasta  Place,  Victoria,  B.C., 
Canada  V8S  1X9.  (877)  601-1524, 
www.villamarcopollo.com. 

AVIS  BEGOUN  and  ED  HOLT 
San  Carlos 

Organic  restaurant 
wins  Dutch  awards 

We  unexpectedly  came  across 
an  exceptional  restaurant  recently 
while  visiting  a  friend  who  had  just 
moved  from  Amsterdam  to  Al- 
mere,  a  new  city  built  on  re¬ 
claimed  land  about  25  minutes 
northeast  of  the  capital.  She  took 
us  to  a  weekly  organic  farmers 
market  in  the  woods  a  mile  east  of 
town,  remarking  as  we  left  that 
there  was  an  organic  restaurant  in 
the  building  .  She  did  not  know 
anything  about  it,  but  we  made 
reservations. 

The  four-hour  dinner  at  Res¬ 
taurant  de  Kemphaan  was  a  fixed- 
price,  five-course  meal  that  came 
to  about  $72  and  equaled  or  even 
surpassed  any  we  have  had  at  the 
best  of  the  Bay  Area  or  Wine  Coun¬ 
try.  Each  course  was  brought  to  the 
table  and  explained  by  Mark  Wij- 
man,  the  maitre  d’,  and  the  presen¬ 
tation  and  taste  of  each  course  was 
beyond  belief. 

When  we  began  asking  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  restaurant,  Wij- 
man  told  us  it  had  been  awarded 
three  of  four  first  prizes,  for  menu, 
dessert  and  main  course,  in  a  coun¬ 
trywide  culinary  competition,  and 
had  recently  been  named  best  ter¬ 
race  restaurant  in  the  Netherlands. 

Contact:  Restaurant  de  Kem¬ 
phaan,  Kemphaanpad  8  1358  AC, 
Almere.  011-31-36-532-38-44, 
www.restaurantdekemphaan.nl. 

DAVID  and  MEG 
NEWCOMER 
Mill  Valley 


Heather  Maddan  compiles 
Follow  the  Reader.  E-mail 
recommendations  to  follow® 
sfchronicle.com  or  mail  Follow 
the  Reader,  San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  901  Mission  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103.  Include 
cost,  address,  phone  numbers  (as 
dialed  from  the  United  States) 
and  your  name  and  city.  All 
submissions  become  property  of 
The  Chronicle. 
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With  hotel  rates  going  up, 
better  do  some  homewo'k 


If  you’re  headed  for  Montreal 
this  summer,  expect  to  pay  31 
percent  more  for  your  hotel 
room  than  last  summer.  New  York 
rates  are  up  by  25  percent,  and 
rates  in  Washington,  Chicago  and 
Honolulu  are  all  20  percent  or 
more  above  last  summer’s.  Be¬ 
yond  price  hikes,  you’ll  find  some 
very  confusing  display  practices 
when  you  try  to  compare  prices 
online.  All  in  all,  finding  a  good 
hotel  deal  will  require  more 
homework  than  ever. 

Priceline.com  just  released  its 
latest  hotel  price  survey.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  five  cities  with  rates  up 
by  20  percent  to  31  percent.  Price¬ 
line  found  double-digit  increases 
in  Vancouver,  Orange  County, 
Philadelphia,  Seattle,  Monterey, 
Miami,  Toronto,  Boston  and  New 
Jersey’s  Meadowlands  area.  Data 
are  based  on  daily  rates  quoted 
through  Priceline’s  published- 
rate  Web  partner,  Travelweb,  so 
they  aren’t  distorted  by  Priceline’s 
“bidding”  process. 

The  news  isn’t  all  bad,  however. 
Prices  dropped  $5  in  Las  Vegas 
and  by  lesser  amounts  in  Virginia 
Beach,  San  Jose,  Atlanta  and  San 
Diego.  Priceline  reports  increases 
of  less  than  5  percent  in  Myrtle 
Beach,  S.C.;  San  Francisco;  New 
Orleans;  Buffalo,  N.Y.;  Indianapo¬ 
lis;  and  Baltimore. 

Pricehne’s  press  release  in¬ 
cludes  some  advice  for  travelers 
this  summer.  Most  of  it  is  appro¬ 
priate,  if  obvious:  book  early,  book 
midweek  in  destinations  with  a 
big  weekend  market,  consider 
shifting  your  search  from  four-star 
to  three-star  hotels,  check  air-ho¬ 
tel  packages,  and  —  surprise  —  try 


Ed  Perkins 

On  Travel 


bidding  through  Priceline.  No  ar¬ 
gument  from  me  on  these. 

But  I  do  have  a  problem  with 
Priceline’s  recommendation  for 
would-be  visitors  to  an  expensive 
big  city:  Stay  in  the  suburbs  and 
rent  a  car  or  use  public  transporta¬ 
tion  to  tour  the  city.  My  experi¬ 
ence  suggests  that’s  a  bad  idea. 

In  New  York,  for  example.  I’ve 
had  to  stay  in  the  suburbs  a  few 
times,  not  to  save  money  but  to 
find  any  room  at  all  during  a  big 
convention.  Sure,  rates  were  lower 
than  in  Manhattan,  but  I  had  to 
spend  up  to  four  hours  a  day  rid¬ 
ing  buses,  trains,  subways  and 
(once)  even  the  Staten  Island  Fer¬ 
ry  to  get  to  the  places  I  really  need¬ 
ed  to  be. 

Similarly,  on  one  London  trip, 
my  wife  and  I  tested  the  idea  of 
staying  in  an  inexpensive  Rich¬ 
mond  hotel  rather  than  paying  a 
fortune  in  central  London.  The  re¬ 
sult:  lower  room  costs,  but  three  or 
four  daily  hours  of  extra  Under¬ 
ground  riding.  Your  vacation  time 
is  too  short  to  spend  that  much 
time  schlepping.  Instead,  either 
find  a  well-located  hotel  you  can 
afford,  or  go  somewhere  else. 

You  might  encounter  another 
hotel  problem  this  year:  inconsis¬ 
tent  treatment  of  taxes  and  fees. 
The  big  online  travel  sites  all  fea¬ 
ture  “from”  rates  on  their  initial¬ 
listing  pages.  In  fact,  you  can  even 
ask  the  site  to  display  hotels  in 
rank  order  of  rates,  either  ascend¬ 
ing  or  descending.  Unfortunately, 


however,  the  data  -md  the  rank¬ 
ings  —  can  be  misleding. 

When  I  did  a  spotheck  in  mid- 
July,  I  found  that,  whin  one  giv¬ 
en  site,  some  indidual  hotels 
showed  rates  that  inuded  all  tax¬ 
es  and  fees,  some  icluded  just 
some  of  the  taxes  ad  fees,  and 
some  excluded  all  sth  extras.  To 
make  matters  even  lore  confus¬ 
ing,  some  listings  diSosed  the  ex¬ 
tras  on  subsequent  sreens,  while 
others  simply  providi  the  cryptic 
note,  “may  not  inclde  all  taxes 
and  fees.” 

These  days,  those  txes  and  fees 
aren’t  trivial,  especiav  in  Eiuope, 
where  VAT  can  add  tmuch  as  25 
percent.  In  Paris,  for  cample,  one 
hotel  listed  a  base  ite  of  $204, 
and  added  $20  tax  n  a  subse¬ 
quent  screen,  for  a  tal  of  $224. 
Another  hotel  in  theame  chain, 
however,  listed  a  baseate  of  $239, 
then  added  a  whopjig  $119  in 
taxes  and  fees,  for  a  Ital  of  $358. 
Glearly,  that  first  hel  included 
VAT  in  its  base  rate,  viile  the  sec¬ 
ond  did  not.  You’ll  fii  similar,  if 
less  dramatic,  situabns  in  the 
United  States  and  imther  coun¬ 
tries. 

Obviously,  you  m’t  really 
trust  those  first-scree:  rates  to  be 
accurate  in  any  sort  f  compari¬ 
son.  Equally  obvious,  ou  have  to 
do  a  lot  more  homewrk  to  make 
stue  your  comparisos  are  accu¬ 
rate.  That  means  mo!  hours  on¬ 
line  —  or  going  to  ajood  travel 
agent 


E-mail  syndicated  coimnist  Ed 
Perkins  at  eperkins@iind.net 
To  comment,  e-mail  frvel@ 
sfchronicle.com. 


Living  iarge  through  U.S.  mansion  tours 


Tour  a  famous  mansion  and 
you’ll  soak  up  history,  culfiue,  art, 
architecture,  gardens  and  a  com¬ 
pelling  fife’s  story  —  all  in  one 
place.  America’s  10  grandest  man¬ 
sions,  according  to  Budget  Travel 
magazine,  are: 

►  Kykuit  built  by  oil  magnate 
John  D.  Rockefeller  in  1913  in 
Sleepy  Hollow  in  New  York’s 
Hudson  Valley.  (914)  631-9491 . 

►  The  Breakers,  built  in  1895 
by  a  grandson  of  railroad  tycoon 
Commodore  Vanderbilt,  in  New¬ 
port,  R.I.  (401)  847-1000,  www. 
newportmansionsreview.  com. 

►  Shangri  La,  built  in  1938  by 
tobacco  heiress  Doris  Duke  in  Ho¬ 


nolulu.  (866)  385-3849,  www. 
shangrilahawaii.org . 

►  The  Henry  Ford  Estate,  built 

in  1915  by  the  auto  baron  in  Dear¬ 
born,  Mich.  (313)  593-5590, 

www.henryfordestate.org. 

►  Aiken-Rhett  House,  built  in 
1817  by  John  Robinson,  a  ship¬ 
ping  merchant,  in  Charleston, 
S.C.  (843)  723-1623,  www.histo 
riccharleston.org. 

►  Winterthm,  built  in  1839  in 

Wilmington,  Del.,  and  renovated 
in  the  1920s  by  a  duPont  heir  to 
house  his  large  art  and  furniture 
collection.  (800)  448-3883, 

www.winterthur.org. 

►  The  Biltmore  Estate,  built  in 


1895  by  another  Vandcbilt  grand¬ 
son,  in  Asheville,  N.C  (800)  624- 
1575,  www.biltmore.cm. 

►  Monticello,  builtin  1769  by 
Thomas  Jefferson,  lear  Char¬ 
lottesville,  Va.  (434)  984-9800, 
WWW.  monticello.  org. 

►  Hears!  Castle,  bult  in  1919 
by  publisher  William  Randolph 
Hears!  in  San  Simeon  San  Luis 
Obispo  Coimty.  (800)  444-4445, 
WWW.  hearstcastle.  com 

►  Oak  Alley  Plantation,  built  in 
1839  by  J.T.  Roman,  a  sugarcane 
farmer,  in  Vacherie,  La  (800)  442- 
5539,  WWW. oakalley  plantation, 
com. 
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Resopts&Getaways 
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NORTH  COAST 


Arcata/Trinidad  Ocean  bluff  cottages  www.trinidadbluffs.com 


HUMBOIDT/DEI  NORTE  COAST 


Arcata/Trinidad  ocn  vu  coast  cabin  www.whalestalecabin.com 


MENDOCINO  COAST 


AMAZING  BLUFFTOP  Oceanfront  Rooms 

Stylish  Getaway  with  fireplaoes,  double-size  Jacuzzis  &  whale 
watchino  from  your  deck!  $1 1 5-$255. 800-273-2537, 
ikers  Inn-Gualala.  www.breakersinn.com 


BLAIR  HOUSE  in  Mendocino  Village. 


707-937-1800 


MENDOCINO  COAST  ■  SERENISEA.  Select  oceanfront  and 
oceanview  cottages  &  vaoation  homes.  Hot  tubs,  beaoh 
access.  S95  to  $250/night,  www.serenisea.com  1  -600-331  -3836 


MendocInoVacationHomes.Com  800.359,4649.  Mention  #SFC 


MENDOCINO  COAST 


SEAHORSEESCAPE.COM  1-877-477-4737  Oceanfront,  Hot  tub 


SONOMA  COAST 


BEACH  RENTALS  -  SEA  RANCH  VACATION  HOMES 

www.searanchrentals.oom  S  707-884-4235 


*  Discover  the  pleasures  &  treasures  of  the  Sonoma  Ooast  ■ 
®  (800)  888-3565  or  visit  us  at:  www.sonomacoast.com 


BODEGA  BAY  to  Jenner:  Fully  furnished  homes.  V/eekly 
/weekends.  Coastal  Vistas  1  -800-788-4782  coastalvistas.com 


SEA  RANCH  •  Rams  Head  Rentals 

®  1-800-785-3455  www.ramshead.oom 


1 -888-SEA-RANCH  *  www.888SEARANCH.com 


OREGON 


b  THE  GOOD  LIFE!  Play  on  the  lake.  Stay  on  the  lake.  Comfort¬ 
able,  new  cottages  www.LakeEscapeResort.com  866-788-LAKE 

RUSSIAN  RIVER 

GUERNEVjLLE  Cottages,  B&B,  Vacation  Rentals.  Check  for  last 
minute  Online  Specials!  www.creeksideinn.com  800-776-6586 

RUSSIAN  RIVER  VACATION  HOMES  &  RESORTS 

k  www.riverhomes.com  800-310-0804 

Russian  River  Work  &  Play:  High-speed  Internet  access  in  dog 
friendly  vacation  rentals,  www.rrgetaways.com  800-433-6673 

Vacation  rentals  on  the  riverwww.ferngrove.com  707-869-8105 

WINECOUNTRY 

,  CALISTOGA  ■  GOLDEN  HAVEN  HOT  SPRINGS 

■  Couples  Specials!  www.goldenhaven.com  or  Call:  707-942-6793 

Lake  S  Vineyrd  Cottages  www, winecountrycottagerentals.com 

NAPA/SONOMA  VACATION  RENTALS  -  Casual  to  Elegant, 
2-5  BR,  pools,  views!  www.countrysojourns.com 

SPECTACUUR  WINE  COUNTRY  RENTALS 

Featured  in  WSJ/Forbes.com,  2-5  BR,  pools,  views! 
707-996-0266  or  www.beautiful-places.com 

TAH0IAREA 

COLDWELL  BANKER 

UKE  TAHOE  VACATION  RENTALS 

Cabirjs  &  Condos  www.stayintahoe.com,  (800)  748-6857 

DOLLAR  POINT  •  CHAMBERS  •  SQUAW 

Homes,  Cabins,  www, tahoerentalgroup.com  800-655-7488 

INCLINE -CENTRAL  RESERVATIONS 

North  Tahoe's  premier  lakefront  &  lakeview  homes,  condos, 
cabins  &  estates.  View  properties  @  www.vacationstation.com 

VACATION  STATION  1  -800-841  -7443 

LAKE  TAHOE  RENTAL  CONNECTION 

Waterfront  Houses,  Condos,  Cute  Woodsy  Cabins,  South 

Shores  Finest.  TahoeRentalConnection.com  800-542-2100 

LAKE  TAHOE  North/West  Quality  Vacation  Rentals 

SKI  LEASES!  www.westlakeproperties.com  800-870-8201 

Lakefront  Rooms  Secluded  resort  Hwy  88  at  Silver  Lake.  Su¬ 
perb  hiking,  fishing.  www.kitcatsonlodge.com  530-676-1370 

N.  Lake  Tahoe  i  Northstar  Vacation  Rentals  FREE  GAS 

CREDIT!  Summer  Leases!  800-521-6656;  sierravacations.com 

★  NORTHSTAR  Accommodations.  TRIDENT  HOLDINGS,  ★ 

Rentals/Sales,  510632.4480 

www.tridentholdings.com 

NORTHSTAR  ★  Homes/Condos,  Rentals 
martisvalley.com  Martis  Valley  Assoc  (800)  587-2070 

N.TAHOE  LAKEFRONT  SUITES,  Views,  Windsurfing  School  & 
rentals,  pet  friendly  www.tahoeholidayhouse.com  800-294-6378 

N.TAHOE  Ski  leases  800-565-3312  www.tahoenorthrentals.com 

N.  TAHOE  W-PRIVATE  LUXURY  RENTALS^  Kelly  800-581-8828 

TAH0EN0RTHSH0RE.NET  Pane  lake  vu,  sips  8  nr  Kings  Boh. 

N.  TAHOE  4Br/4Ba.  Lkfrt.  lux.  condo,  3  nite  min.  41 5-897-7658 

M.TWOE  One-of-a-kind!  July  4th  Special!  7br/5ba,  5,000sf, 
heated  spa,  pool  table,  wet  bar,  private,  gated  spacious  area, 
daily  &  weekly  rates,  www.tahoeseren^.com  702-362-5664 

TAHOE  AREA 


S.  TAHOE  Condos,  cabins,  homes  2  nite  min.  (except  Holidays). 
Lakeview  and  lakefront  also  available.  Reasonable  Rates. 
www.LakeValleyProperties.com  800-634-3397 


S.TAH0E  townhouse,  sleeps  6,  beach,  pools,  tennis,  41 5-5844627 


S.Tahoe  Log  cabin  4br/3ba,  reas.  rates,  conv,  ioc  925-776-2353 


TAHOE  CITY/WESTSHORE  HOMES  &  CONDOS  $100-400/day 

www.laketahoeproper1y.com  LMI 800-260-471 6 


TRUCKEE  VACATION  RENTALS  Coldwell  Banker  Prop.  Mgmt 
®  800-805-7599  ♦  www.truckeeproperties.oom 


TRUCKEE/TAHOE  DONNER  www.tmvr.com  800-805-8199 


YOSEMITE 


HOUNDS  TOOTH  INN  South  entrance,  Cakhurst,  12  rms  B&B 
Spas,frplcs&1  cottageavl.houndstoothinn.com  888-642-6610 


Mountain  roads  are  beautiful  on  YARTS.  Ride  YARTS  to 

Yosemite  for  economy,  comfort  and  convenience. 
WWVi/.YCSEMITE.CCM  or  S  1-877-989-2787 


YOSEMITE  CABIN  Center  of  the  park,  sleeps  9. 559-438-1033 


SANTA  CRUZ  AREA 


BROOKDALE  LODGE 

Rooms  /  Cottages,  Santa  Cruz  Mountains,  Live  Music! 
Indoor  Creekside  Dining  •  Viieddings  &  Conferences 
www.brookdalelodge.com  •  831-338-6433 


VACATIONS  WITH  A  VIEW!  Deluxe  furnished  homes  &  condos 
on  Monterey  Bay.  Visit  our  website  at  www.montereycoast.com 
or  call  Kendall  Spotter  Property  Mgmt:  1  -888-568-581 3. 


MONTEREY-CARMEl 


CARMEL  charming  studio,  grden  patio,  nr  beach.  831-624-6714 


beach  FRONl 

2,3  &  4  BR  Homes,  some  w/beach  front  hot  tubs.  1  glorious 
swimming  &  much  more'  OH  YE! 
OCCASIONALl^  WE  HAVE  1  FOR^  SALE!  Monterey  Dune: 
www.montereydunes.com  (800)55-DUNES  (r"”""" 


Monterey  Dunes  -  3/3  Tri-leveL  The  Whitewater!  51 0-763-' 


‘1588 


Pacific  Grove  Olympia  Lodge  Spacious  rooms,  pvt  balconies, 
nr  Aquarium  &  Pebble,  htd  pool,  ocn  vus,  pets  OK  888-745-6343 


Road  Trips, 

the  popular  vacation  guide 
that  covers  destinations  close 
enough  to  the  Bay  Area  to  reach 
by  car,  is  back! 


This  special  advertising  directory  appears 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  and  features  places 
to  go  and  things  to  do  from  Lake  Shasta  to  San  Diego, 
from  Half  Moon  Bay  to  Winnemucca. 

To  advertise  in  our  August  7  edition, 
cail  (415)615-3556  or 
email:  classtravel@sfchronicie.com 
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letters  to  travel 


Large  list 
of  travel 
travails 


I  read  John  Flinn’s  column  re¬ 
garding  problems  with  boarding 
planes,  “A  toast  to  thoughtlessness 
from  the  bar  without  honor”  (July 
3),  with  interest.  As  a  frequent 
traveler,  watching  people  board 
and  leave  a  plane  makes  one  lose 
faith  in  humanity. 

I  have  a  simple  idea  to  expedite 
the  process.  Airlines  should  board 
passengers  who  have  no  carry-ons, 
or  a  carry-on  that  will  fit  under  the 
seat,  first.  These  passengers  will  be 
seated  quickly,  since  they  will  not 
put  anything  in  the  overhead 
compartments.  Then  passengers 
with  something  to  put  in  the  over¬ 
head  compartments  will  board, 
and  they  will  not  hold  up  all  those 
who  are  already  seated.  This 
should  significantly  speed  up  the 
boarding  process.  One  advantage 
is  that  passengers  will  be  less  likely 
to  carry  on  bulky  items  -  they’ll 
want  to  be  in  the  first  group  and 
might  start  carrying  on  less. 

ART  FAIBISCH 
San  Rafael 


Amen  to  John  Fhnn’s  com¬ 
ments  on  the  subject  of  people 
standing  in  the  aisles  of  planes. 

What  really  made  me  laugh, 
though,  was  the  spot-on  spoof  of 
Richard  Quest.  I  remember  first 
seeing  him  reading  the  “Business 
News”  on  BBC  World  at  6  p.m. 
and  thinking  what  an  oddity  he 
was  (and  I’m  an  ex-Brit).  A  long 
time  later,  he  had  turned  up  as 
Fox  News  London  Chief.  I  was  just 
floored.  I  can  only  think  that  he 
was  hired  by  Fox,  as  with  many  of 
their  other  correspondents,  for 
showmanship. 

MARGARET  TURNER 
Mountain  View 


The  last  time  I  stayed  at  the  Bel- 
lagio  in  Las  Vegas  and  brought 
back  choice  goodies  each  night  to 
put  in  the  refrigerator  to  take 
home  with  me,  I  did  not  realize  I 
was  being  charged  for  taking  one 
of  their  soda  cans  out.  When  I  re¬ 
arranged,  the  sensor  clicked  again. 
I’m  no  longer  staying  there. 

Also,  Richard  Quest  has  an¬ 
noyed  me  so  much  that  now  I  can 
hardly  stand  that  particular  Brit¬ 
ish  accent.  Not  only  do  all  the  ho¬ 
tels  around  the  world  use  CNN  In¬ 
ternational,  but  so  do  most  of  the 
cruise  ships.  So  I  read  more  books 


on  the  ships,  because  their  movies 
aren’t  any  good,  either. 

POLLY  A.  WYANT 
San  Mateo 


Flinn’s  column  was  absolutely 
vintage.  Here  is  my  gripe,  as  a  sin¬ 
gle  traveler:  Why  are  all  ship  fares, 
hotel  rates  and  travel  packages 
quoted  with  single  prices,  when 
there  is  no  such  thing?  They  are 
all  “based  on  double  occupancy” 
—  and  you  have  to  have  damned 
good  eyes  to  read  that  fine  print. 
The  costs  for  the  single  traveler 
are  really  discriminatory. 

JAMES  V.  GAMEZ 
San  Leandro 

Memories  of  Glacier 

Twenty  years  ago  I  washed 
dishes  and  worked  in  the  dining 
room  at  Lake  McDonald  Lodge  in 
Glacier  National  Park.  Diane  Bair 
and  Pamela  Wright’s  “Sculpted  by 
fire  and  ice”  (July  3)  made  my 
heart  sing.  I  had  a  marvelous  trip 
down  memory  lane  as  they  won¬ 
derfully  and  accurately  described 
all  the  places  I  went  and  the  expe¬ 
riences  I  had. 

JOHN  WAGNER 
Bel  Air,  Md. 

The  wrong  picture 

I  was  appalled  by  the  picture 
accompanying  David  Desjardin’s 
Washington  Post  article,  “Walk¬ 
ing  among  ancients”  (July  3).  The 
picture  shows  two  kids  climbing 
over  a  bristlecone  pine,  identified 
as  the  Methuselah  Tree.  That  be¬ 
havior  is  in  stark  contrast  to  what 
one  of  the  rangers  told  the  author: 
“The  Methuselah  Tree  is  unlabel¬ 
ed  to  protect  it  from  souvenir 
hunters  and  from  people  crowd¬ 
ing  under  it  to  have  their  pictures 
taken,  thus  compacting  the  soil 
around  its  roots.” 

Pictures  like  this  just  encourag¬ 
es  others  to  do  the  same.  These 
trees  should  be  admired  and  re¬ 
spected,  not  used  as  jungle  gyms. 

BONG  MACDORAN 
Oakland 


Thank  you  for  yovu  article 


about  the  Bristlecone  Pines.  It  is 
one  of  my  favorite  places.  I  made 
my  fourth  visit,  staying  at  Grand¬ 
view  campgrounds,  the  following 
Sunday. 

I  hope  we  humans  are  wise 
enough  to  care  for  this  incredibly 
fragile  area  so  it  can  last  for  anoth¬ 
er  four  millennia.  My  issue  is  with 
the  photo  of  two  girls  climbing  on 
a  tree.  The  rules  for  this  very  frag¬ 
ile  area  are  for  the  hikers  to  stay  on 
the  trail.  The  photo  implies  that  it 
is  OK  to  go  off-trail.  How  can  the 
area  survive?  Next  the  trail  will  be 
paved,  with  barriers  and  guards. 

GORDON  CRUIKSHANK 
Menlo  Park 

Editor’s  note:  The  photo  was 
taken  in  1998  (as  noted  in  the  ac¬ 
companying  credit),  in  part  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  famous  tree’s  need 
for  protection. 

Time  for  Thailand 

I  stayed  on  Phi  Phi  Island  the 
week  before  it  appeared  in  Travel 
(“Thailand  idyli  idle  as  crowds 
stay  away,”  by  John  Fliim,  June  26) 
and  had  the  time  of  my  life.  I 
stayed  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Resort 
and  practically  had  the  place  to 
myself. 

The  17  hours  on  airplanes  and 
several  boat  transfers  culminated 
in  a  once-in-a-hfetime  experience. 
As  the  bow  of  our  boat  shpped  out 
of  the  water  and  gently  stopped  on 
the  Phi  Phi  Island’s  white  sand,  a 
hostess  came  forward  with  a  trop¬ 
ical  drink  with  a  little  yellow  um¬ 
brella  and  said,  “Welcome  to  Phi 
Phi  Island,  Mr.  Soderberg.”  I  have 
done  a  fair  amount  of  traveling  m 
many  types  of  places  and  situa¬ 
tions,  but  never  have  I  been  greet¬ 
ed  this  way.  I  was  flabbergasted. 

At  the  moment  Bangkok,  Phu¬ 
ket  and  Patting  are  great  bargains 
without  the  hordes  of  tourists  at 
your  elbow.  If  you  don’t  mind  the 
long  flight,  Thailand  is  Earth’s  last 
paradise. 

TED  G.  SODERBERG 
San  Francisco 

Looking  at  Lucca 

Having  visited  Lucca  last  Octo¬ 
ber  and  dehghting  in  the  city,  I 
really  enjoyed  Mick  LaSalle’s 
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“Lovely,  Lively  Lucca”  (July  10). 
But  how  can  one  mention  Lucca 
without  referring  to  the  great 
composer  Puccini,  whose  home 
was  there  and  whose  statue  sits 
smoking  a  cigarette  in  the  middle 
of  the  piazza?  Other  than  that,  the 
article  was  delightful. 

EDWIN  GOHEN 
Walnut  Creek 


What  a  treat  to  read  the  in- 
depth  description  of  Lucca,  as  well 
as  the  story  about  the  Bay  Area 
Lucchesi,  all  of  them  either 
known  or  familiar  to  me.  Just 
when  I  thought  I’d  had  my  fill  of 
hearing  about  Tuscany  (as  if  it  is  at 
the  center  of  the  Italian  universe), 
these  two  stories  appear. 

I  am  not  Lucchese,  though  I  am 
Italian  American.  I  spent  only  one 
day  in  Lucca  as  part  of  an  Elder- 
hostel  program  four  years  ago  and 
considered  it  one  of  the  high¬ 


lights.  There  are  so  many  small 
cities  like  Lucca  in  Italy,  each  with 
its  distinctive  character,  where 
one  can  get  off  the  more  traveled 
road  and  enjoy  much  more  pleas¬ 
ant  interactions  with  local  people. 

LORRAINE  MACCHELLO 
Menlo  Park 


The  so-called  “medieval  tower” 
in  Lucca  is  not  a  medieval  tower  at 
all  —  such  were  built  as  fortifica¬ 
tions  in  the  “wars”  between  local 
families  and  had  virtually  no  open 
spaces.  What  is  pictured  twice  is 
the  bell  tower  —  the  campanile 
(like  the  one  at  UG  Berkeley)  of 
the  Gathedral  of  San  Frediano. 

The  cathedral,  conspicuous  by 
its  absence  in  the  two  photos,  is 
the  artistic  pride  of  all  Lucchesi, 
but  it  is  barely  mentioned  in  pass¬ 
ing  by  LaSalle. 

ROCKWELL  TOWNSEND 
San  Francisco 


The  art  of  serenity 

One  important  addition  to 
Christine  Delsol’s  list  of  Japanese- 
influenced  locales  in  western  So¬ 
noma  County  (“Sonoma  Sereni¬ 
ty,”  July  10)  should  be  the  Ren 
Brown  Collection  Gallery  in  Bo¬ 
dega  Bay.  The  gallery  is  dedicated 
to  contemporary  art  from  both 
sides  of  the  Pacific,  with  a  major 
focus  on  modern  Japanese  prints 
by  living  artists.  The  extensive  col¬ 
lection  of  Japanese  contemporary 
prints  is  showcased  in  a  lovely  set 
of  rooms,  suffused  with  serenity. 

MARCIA  BECK 
Berkeley 

Address  remarks  to  Letters  to 
Travel,  The  Chronicle,  901 
Mission  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94103,  or  e-mail  travel® 
sfchronicle.com.  Please  include 
your  name,  city,  and  phone 
number.  Letters  may  be  edited. 


Luxury  Escapes. 

Witfi  InterContinental’s  Luxury  Escapes  you  can  now  enjoy  tempting  rates, 
breakfast  and  a  late  check-out  this  summer  at  some  of  the  world’s  most 
luxurious  hotels.  Rates  from: 


$199 

Dallas 

$155 

Miami 

$149 

Rome 

€207 

$129 

Hong  'Kong 

■  HK$1,320 

Montreal 

CA$1 89 

San  Francisco 

$169 

$165 

Houston 

$'159 

Nevv  Orleans 

$109 

San  Juan  ,, 

$199 

$169 

London 

£1 88(inc.  vat) 

New  York 

$279 

Sydney 

AU$295 

$149 

Los  Gabos* 

$145 

Paris 

6284 

Toronto 

CA$2ig 

$198 

Mexico  City 

$249 

Rio  De  Janeiro 

$120 

Washington 

$235 

Atlanta 

Austin 

Buenos  Aires 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Cozumel 


Also  available  at  over  1 00  additional  hotels  and  resorts  worldwide. 

To  take  full  advantage  of  these  irresistible  rates  book  direct  at: 
www.lntercontinental.com/luxuryescapes 

8  00-439  -’5  730  it 

and  mention  “luxury  escapes'.'  '  jj; 


INTERCONTINENTAL 

HOTELS  &  RESORTS 


Offer  subject  to  availability.  Late  check-out  time  of  4pm  will  be  offered  at  time  of  check-in,  based  on  availability.  Rates  are  per  standard  room, 
per  night  7  days  a  week,  inclusive  of  breakfast,  restaurant  or  room  service,  for  up  to  two  adults  sharing  the  same  room.  Stays  are  valid  up  to 
and  including  September  6,2005.  Local  taxes  apply.  *AII  inclusive  resort.  Hates  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  See  Web  site  or  call 
reservations  for  full  terms  and  conditions.  ©2005  InterContinental  Hotels  Group.  All  rights  reserved 


SnusResorts&Getaways 
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.  NEW  ORLEANS 

GET  AWAY  FROM  IT  ALL!  Located  in  Pacific  Grove  1-1/2 
blocks  from  beach  on  the  Monterey  Peninsula.  We  feature  wrne 
&  cheese,  buffet  breakfast,  hot  tubs,  fireplaces  &  much  more! 
Call:  800-262-1566  www.pacificgardensinn.com 

Fr.Qtr.  Apt.  -  2Br/2Ba  with  balcony  &  courtyard.  51 0-885-9368 

NEWYORK 

MANHATTAN  Accredited  Accommodations  "AS  YOU  LIKE  IT" 

BIGSUR 

Pvt  furn  apts,  short/long-term.  800-277-0413  www.furnapts.com 

BIGSUR-  Beautiful  2  Bedroom/ 2  Bath  Japanese  House. 
$275 /night -$1 ,650/week,  is  626-578-1 B66 

HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS 

WAIKIKI  *  MAUI  OCEANFRONT-40%  off!  Budget  to 

Luxury  Condos.  Includes  North  Shore,  www.hawaiicondo.com 
Day/Wk/Mo,  rates  frS45.  Air/Car  Avail.  HCR  800-487-4505 

“  CENTRAL  COAST 

CAMBRIA  -  Fully  furnished  vacation  homes.  800-464-0177 

OAHU 

WAIKIKI  Ocean  vu  1  Br,  34th  fl,  tennis,  pool,  pkg.  650-424-1 747 

MORRO  BAY  B&B  w/view.  www.baywoodinn.com  805-528-8888 

HAWAII  fFHE  BIG  ISLAND) 

PISMO  Vacation  Rentals  www.gobeachfront.com  800-732-3766 

DREAM  HAWAII  Kona  condos  7th  night  FREE  from  S85.  Pool 
spa,  A/C,  golf,  scuba.  Discount  air/car  pkg.  Carol:  800-967-1 220 

SAN  LUIS  OBISPO,  Now  Open!  The  Sanitarium.  CA's  luxury 

guest  house  with  7  intimate  rooms  designed  by  artists  at  the 
site  of  the  region's  oldest  sanitarium.  Breakfast  &  aperitifs  incl. 
from  $190/nighf.  www.thesanitariumspa.com  805-544-4124 

KONA  COAST  -  The  Big  Island's  Vacation  Condos  &  Homes. 
Property  Network,  Ltd.  www, hawaii-kona.com  1-800-358-7977 

KONA  Large  5br/3ba  home  w/pool,  ocean  view!  415-924-2291 

SOUTHERN  CAUFORNIA 

KONA  Oceanvu  Pool,  sips  10,  www.konahideaway.com  530-347-3195 

SAN  DIEGO  Vacation  Accom.  800-553-2284  beachnbayside.com 

★  KONA*  HualalaiOoean/Pool  180°  View  Villa.  650.726.9711 
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KONA  Cheap  Oceanfront!  www.konahawaii.com  800-622-5348 


KONA  Lg.  Studio  §  White  Sands  Beach,  $525/wk  41 5-897-7658 


KAOAI 


ANINI  BEACH  COTTAGES  1  -800-323-4450 


HANALEI  Beautiful  craftsman  home,  1 -block  to  beach  or  town 
5br/3/baor3br/2ba.  www.halehanalei.com  415-491-1306 

HANALEI  Lovely  home  &  apt  by  white  sand  boh.  41 5-459-1 858 

HANAiEi  Beautiful  home  sips  1-14, 1  bikto  beach  415-382-8918 

KAPAA  BEACHFRONT  CONDO  IBdrm,  S95/nt.  415-383-6724 

Kauai  Online  Discounts  -  On  fuily-eouipped  Kauai  1  -5  Bdrm 
resort  condos,  homes  &  cottages.  In  our  3rd  decade  of 
provioing  quality  vacation  rentals,  car,  golf  &  air  packages. 
Suite  Paradise  •  1-800-367-8020  •  www.suite-paradise.com 

KAUAI,  NORTH  SHORE  UPSCALE  MAGICAL  COHAGE 

Ocean  is  5  Min.  Away,  Private  &  Secluded  in  Your  Own  Forest 
&  Stream.  Luxury  Quality  Furnishings,  Linens,  Robes,  etc. 

Si  95  per  Night.  www.GardenlslePlantation.com.  808-828-6271 

Kiahuna/Poipu  Ibr  treasure,  condo  w/vu.  Owner  41 5-648-7499 

KlAHUNA/POlPU  Lovely  IBR  Condo.  Owner:  510-547-7312 

POlPU  BEACH  - 1  to  5  Bedroom  Condos.  Pool,  spa,  tennis,  golf. 
From  $1 00/night.  Near  Hyatt,  kauaicondos.org  1-888-467-6478 

POlPU  Ocnfrnt  Si  25/nt  x7  southshoreoondo.com  81 8-222-6757 

"Tmul 

Stay  7  Nights  Get  1  Night  FREE!  Studios  1  &  2  br  condos  on 
or  near  Maui's  best  beaches.  Fully  furn  quality  units.  Condomin¬ 
ium  Rentals  HI,  800-367-5242  Book  online  www, crhmaui.com/sf 

DREAM  HAWAII  7nt  free,  disc,  air/car  pkg.  Carol  800-967-1220 

KAANAPALI  ROYAL  2BR  DIxe  Condo,  Exc.  Rates  800  550-3622 

KAANAPALI  Whaler  2/2  &  1/1,  Rent  one  or  both.  425-478-0443 

KAANAPALI  1 BR/2BA  on  1 1  -acre  Bchfrnt  resort.  650-948-021 4 

KAHANA  SUNSET-KAPALUA  VILUS-SANDS  OF  KAHANA 

From  S95/nt.  tittp.V/www.kapalua.com  800-332-1238 

KIHEI  ■  m  MAUI  CONDO  BARGAINS 

Best  beaches,  pools,  tennis.  Full  kitchens,  W/D.  From  $65/nite 
&  up.  Cars  available.  Monthly  rates  also  available! 
www.mauiparadisevacations.com  or  1-800-927-7672 

KIHEI  Large  quiet  2bd/2ba  at  beach;  SI  30  Owner  877-695-0471 

LAHAINA  Puamana  Townhomes.  Save  S!  Owner  650-591  -891 6 

Maui  Sunshine 

Book  Online  at  www.Vacation-Maui.com 

Kaanapall  &  Lahaina  -  Condos  &  Vacation  Homes 

Car  &  Activities  -  Call:  1-800-676-4112  or 
info@vacation-maui.com 

MAUI  -  BEACHFRONT 

Quality  oceanfront  &  oceanview  vacation  rental  condos  and 
homes  at  great  prices!  Free  color  brochure:  1  -800-822-4409 
or  see  our  virtual  tour  www.resottquestmaui.com 

affordable  escape 

West  Maui  -  from  Lahaina  to  Napili 
Starting  at  $95/night 

www.chasenrainbows.com  S  1-800-367-6092 


. (t. . .  >  y,  V  *  itiT  s 

MAUI  KAI  -  Kaanapall  Beach  /  Stay  9  Feet  from  the  Beach.  All 
oceanfront  junior,  1  &  2Br  suites;  full  kit,  dly  maid  svc,  Ctrl  A/C. 

^  Fr  Sl65/nt,2-ntmin.  1-800-367-5635  www.mauikai.com 

MAUI  Oceanfront  fr  $1 30.  Owner  800-733-3603  www.gilvv.com 

-  NAPILI  BAY  IBR  ocean  vu,  VCR,  spa,  2  pools.  510-562-4473 

OCEANFRONT  MAUI  -  Maalaea  Surf  -  On  Maui's  sunny  south 
shore.  Luxurious  1  &2  Br  suites  with  kitchen,  maid  service,  A/C. 
Special  Rates  1-800-423-7953  or  www.maalaeasurfresort.com 

WAILEA  2br  2ba  beach/golf  www.vrbo.com  #3315. 707-224-4566 

WAILEA-1 , 2  &  3  BR  DIx  Oceanside  Condos  Special  golf  rates. 
Wailea  Vacation  Rentals,  Inc.  www.mauiweb.com  800-833-6301 

WAILEA  ELUA  Oceanside,  2Br  Luxury  Condo.  Owner  rates! 
Beach,  pool,  golf,  tennis.  408-997-5469  www.spadatore.org 

WAILEA  -  Deluxe  Oceanside  Condos,  Studio.  i  &  2BR:  snorkel- 
ing,  golf,  tennis,  www.mauiaplaceapart.com  800-404-0496 

^  "  MOLOKAI 

VIEW  of  beach  &  Oahu,  4  pvt  BRs  &  Lrg  mam  hse  on  6  ac.  Pool. 
$2625-S3675/wk.  800-530-1826  www.papapaplantation.com 

COSTARICA  ^ 

Adventurei  Dlwe  Deluxe  Tours  for  DEC.  call  NOW  800-938-9767 

EXPLORE  COSTA  RICA!  Customized  tours, 
unique  hotels  &  jungle  lodges.  Call  Jackie  at  1  -800-482-0383 

FRANCS 

EIFFEL  Tower,  eleg,  furn  2br  by  wk/mo  frm  $90/nt  800.455.3863 

PARIS  Stunning  Loft.  Large,  Light  &  Quiet,  wk/mo  415-285-0118 

PARIS  Charm  superb  loo  1  br  51 0.658.571 0  LLpreston@aol.com 

SLTropez  cottage/resrt  was  club  med  9/1 7-1 0/1 , 925.21 2.3981 

GREAT  BRITAIN 


LONDON  APTS  -  $65nt.  800-775-8485  www.oxrg.demon.co.uk 


London  Covent  Garden  ig  1  br,1 .5ba, patio.  Owner  41 5-933-9903 


ITALY 


SICILY  Taormina  Irg  stdo  terrce  med.  vu.  cin2ia92@hotmail.com 


MEXICO 


!  BEACHFRONT  VILLAS  at  Playa  Las  Tortugas  r 


CANCUN-$569  PUERTO  VALLARTA-$439  CAB0-S459 

RIVIERA  MAYA-S839  Air/hotel  7  Days.  ®  800-6-CANCUN 

Villas  w/ful 
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!  +  DI: 


ROSARITO  Bchtnt  1 , 2  &  3BR  Condos  Bajak28.com  562.491 .520 

,  SOUTHAMERig  ^  ^ 


CHILE  Vina  del  Mar  Luxe  condo  cyberrentals.com  916.214.402 
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TO  PLACE  YOUR  AD,  CALL  415.615.3556 
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Hiroshima 
at  peace 

Sixty  years  later,  it  s  a  eity  of  serene  parks 
dedieated  to  remembranee  and  disarmament 


By  John  Flinn 
Chronicle  staff  writer 


Hiroshima,  Japan 
re  you  American?” 
asked  a  petite,  gray¬ 
haired  Japanese  wom¬ 
an.  I  couldn’t  tell  if  it 
was  a  question  or  an  accusation. 

We  were  in  the  Hiroshima 
Peace  Memorial  Museum,  outside 
a  small  theater  showing  almost  un¬ 
bearably  gruesome  footage  of  the 
day,  60  years  ago,  that  my  country 
dropped  a  nuclear  bomb  on  her 
city. 

I  nodded  yes  and  braced  for 
what  was  coming.  But  the  woman 
merely  smiled  and  led  me  around 
the  corner  to  another  theater 
where  the  film  was  playing  in  En¬ 
glish.  She  bowed,  smiled  again  and 
said,  “Thank  you  for  coming.” 

To  step  off  a  train  in  Hiroshima 
as  an  American  is  to  arrive  with 
heavy  baggage.  Earher  that  morn¬ 
ing,  as  my  shinkansen  bullet  train 
streaked  west  from  Osaka  at  164 
mph.  I’d  felt  a  knot  tightening  in 
my  stomach  as  I  wondered:  What 
could  I  possibly  say  to  someone  my 
nation  once  nuked?  I  would  have 
plenty  of  opportunities  to  find  out. 


Today  in  Hiroshima,  a  city  of 
1.1  million,  there  still  live  more 
than  50,000  hibakusha,  or  A- 
bomb  survivors. 

I  expected  my  visit  to  be  somber 
and  sobering,  and  at  times  it  was. 
But  I  could  never  have  imagined 
that  I’d  also  enjoy  myself,  that  ulti¬ 
mately  I’d  come  away  from  Hiro¬ 
shima  feeling  uplifted.  Overall, 
the  city  seemed  happy  and  whole, 
and  no  one  made  me  feel  anything 
less  than  completely  welcome.  It 
wasn’t  just  me:  I  met  several  other 
American  visitors  who  felt  the 
same.  Maybe  we  shouldn’t  have 
been  so  surprised  by  a  city  that  has 
devoted  itself  for  the  past  60  years 
to  peace  and  understanding. 

That  was  the  idea  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  Hiroshima  began  to  rebuild, 
and  today  it  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  of  all  Japanese  cities,  with 
expansive  parks,  wide  boulevards, 
riverside  greenbelts  and  floating 
restaurants  specializing  in  Hiro¬ 
shima’s  prized  oysters.  With  the 
exception  of  nearby  Miyajima  and 
a  rebuilt  castle  I  never  got  around 
to  seeing,  the  only  bona  fide  tour¬ 
ist  attractions  are  the  atomic  bomb 
memorials.  But  they  alone  are 
worth  the  visit. 


►  In  Insight:  Three  survivors  of 
the  first  atom  bomb  tell  their  sto¬ 
ries  to  John  Flinn,  plus  other  per¬ 
spectives  on  Hiroshima.  B1 


The  centerpiece  is  Peace  Me¬ 
morial  Park,  which  fills  a  large 
swath  of  the  island  between  the 
Honkawa  and  Motoyasu-gawa  riv¬ 
ers,  a  onetime  residential  and  busi¬ 
ness  district  very  close  to  the  “hy- 
pocenter,”  as  the  Japanese  call 
ground  zero.  You  get  there  by 
crossing  the  unique  T-shaped  Aioi 
Bridge,  which  the  crew  of  the  Eno- 
la  Gay  used  as  the  target  for  the 
bomb.  (They  missed  by  about  300 
yards.) 

A  day  of  horror 

I  knew  the  most  emotionally  in¬ 
tense  part  was  going  to  be  the  mu¬ 
seum,  so  I  tackled  it  first.  It  lays  out 
the  city’s  history  —  Hiroshima  had 
always  been  a  military  center  — 
and  points  out  that  in  early  1945,  as 
invasion  looked  increasingly  like¬ 
ly,  Japan’s  imperial  headquarters 
called  for  “100  million  deaths  with 
honor.” 

Both  the  museum  and  nearby 
Hall  for  the  Atomic  Bomb  Victims 


acknowledge  Japan’s  role  in  start¬ 
ing  the  war  and  the  atrocities  com¬ 
mitted  against  the  Chinese  and 
Koreans.  But,  judging  from  com¬ 
ments  in  the  guest  book,  they  don’t 
do  it  loudly  enough  to  satisfy  some 
foreign  visitors. 

There’s  also  a  small  section  de¬ 
voted  to  reasons  why  America  de¬ 
cided  to  use  its  new  atomic  bomb 
on  Japan.  It  notes  that  Gen. 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  among 
others,  strongly  opposed  it  and 
suggests  it  was  done  in  part  to  justi¬ 
fy  the  enormous  expense  of  devel¬ 
oping  the  weapon  and  in  part  to 
block  the  Soviet  Union’s  immi¬ 
nent  entry  into  the  war  in  Asia. 

But  these  are  only  minor  as¬ 
pects  of  the  museum.  Rather  than 
attempt  to  fix  blame,  it  evokes  the 


unspeakable  horror  of  that  day  and 
seeks  to  ensure  it  never  happens 
again. 

Statistics  and  aerial  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  devastation  set  the 
stage,  but  the  emotional  wallop 
comes  when  the  museum  brings 
nuclear  apocalypse  to  the  personal 
level:  scorched  and  shredded 
school  uniforms,  a  child’s  burnt 
lunchbox  with  his  meal  turned  to 
radioactive  ash,  a  melted  tricycle,  a 
photo  of  a  kimono  pattern  burned 
onto  a  woman’s  back.  On  display 
are  the  stone  steps  of  the  Sumito¬ 
mo  Bank  Building  with  the  shad¬ 
ow  of  a  vaporized  person  —  42- 
year-old  Mitsuno  Ochi  —  etched 
into  them.  A  collection  of  photos 
of  men,  women  and  children  with 
their  faces  burned  off  was  so  grue- 


Origami  cranes,  above,  lie  in 
chains  at  the  foot  of  the 
memorial  mound  where  the 
ashes  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
unidentified  victims  rest.  The 
centopath,  left,  frames  a  view  of 
the  iconic  A-bomb  Dome. 


some  I  had  to  turn  away.  As  I  did  so 
a  Japanese  child  of  about  5  burs 
into  tears  next  to  me. 

After  a  couple  of  hours  in  the 
museum,  the  feeling  of  serenity  in 
the  park  outside  was  palpable  — 
and  much  needed.  It’s  filled  with 
more  than  6,000  trees  donated 
from  cities  around  the  world,  the 
blossoming  of  which  immediately 
dispelled  the  local  notion  that 
nothing  would  grow  in  Hiroshima 
for  75  years. 

More  than  60  small  monu¬ 
ments  and  memorials  fill  the  park. 
The  focal  point  is  the  centopath,  a 
granite  arch  that  covers  a  stone 
chest  containing  the  names  of  all 
of  the  A-bomb  victims,  including 
those  who  died  later  of  radiation- 
related  diseases.  “Let  all  the  souls 
here  rest  in  peace,  for  we  shall  not 
repeat  the  evil,”  reads  the  inscrip¬ 
tion.  There  were  237,062  names  in 
it  when  I  visited  in  May;  more  are 
added  each  year  on  Aug.  6. 

Symbols  of  peace 

The  arch  frames  the  view  of  the 
iconic  A-Bomb  Dome  across  the 
river,  the  most  visible  symbol  of 
the  bombing.  Originally  the  Hiro¬ 
shima  Prefecture  Industrial  Pro¬ 
motion  Hall,  it  stood  almost  di¬ 
rectly  beneath  the  exploding 
bomb.  Preserving  the  shattered 
shell  of  the  building  was  deeply 
controversial;  half  the  city’s  resi¬ 
dents  wanted  it  torn  down  so  it 
wouldn’t  serve  as  a  reminder. 

Throughout  the  park  and  all 
over  Hiroshima,  you  see  colorful 
origami  cranes,  the  poignant  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  city  and  the  peace  move¬ 
ment.  You  see  them  hanging  in 
store  windows,  draped  over  bench¬ 
es  and  displayed  in  bank  lobbies. 

►  Continued  on  next  page 


Shrines,  temples  ereate  magic  of  Miyajima 


Island  is  officially 
in  top  3  of  Japans 
most  beautiful  sites 

Miyajima,  an  island  of  shrines 
and  temples  near  Hiroshima,  is 
one  of  the  three  most  beautiful 
places  in  Japan.  That’s  not  my 
loosely  tossed  opinion,  or  anyone 
else’s  —  it’s  official.  It  was  decid¬ 
ed  in  1643  by  a  wandering  Con- 
fucian  scholar  named  Shunsai 
Hayashi  and  apparently  is  not 
onen  to  debate.  (The  other  two 
are  Matsushima  in  Miyagi  and 
Amanohashidate  in  Kyoto.) 

You  get  to  Miyajima  (the 


name  means  “shrine  island”)  by 
a  short  ferry  ride,  and  the  first 
thing  you  see  is  a  towering  red- 
orange  torii  gate,  one  of  the 
world’s  largest,  which  seems  to 
float  on  the  water.  (At  least  it 
does  when  the  tide  is  in.  Other¬ 
wise  it  rises  out  of  the  mudflats.) 

The  island  is  sacred  in  the 
Shinto  religion,  and  no  one  is 
permitted  to  give  birth  or  die  — 
or  at  least  be  buried  —  on  it.  For 
hundreds  of  years  it’s  also  been 
forbidden  to  cut  down  trees 
there,  and  as  a  result  the  island  is 
covered  in  virgin  forest,  which 
supports  dozens  of  bird  species 
that  are  rare  elsewhere  in  Japan. 

When  you  step  off  the  ferry 


you’re  greeted  immediately  by 
deer  —  deer  that  follow  you 
around  the  village,  sometimes  a 
little  closer  than  you’d  hke, 
blinking  their  big  eyes  in  hope  of 
a  snack.  “Stay  away  from  deer 
with  ANTLERS,”  warns  a  sign. 

The  island’s  most  important 
Shinto  shrine,  Itsukushima,  was 
first  built  here  in  the  year  593 
and  expanded  to  its  present  size 
in  1168.  Built  on  tidal  land,  it  al¬ 
so  appears  to  be  floating  on  the 
sea  when  the  tide  is  in.  The  com¬ 
plex  includes  55  subsidiary 
shrines,  temples  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  a  stage  for  Noh  drama  and 
dance,  and  a  number  of  steeply 
rounded  bridges  linking  various 


The  torii  gate  greeting 
Miyajima’s  visitors,  one  of  the 
world’s  largest,  appears  to  be 
floating  on  the  water. 


buildings.  Seven  other  shrines 
stand  around  the  periphery  of 
the  island,  reachable  only  by 
boat. 

Not  far  from  Itsukushima  is  a 
five-story  pagoda,  built  in  1407 
and  rising  more  than  90  feet. 
Covered  with  a  roof  of  cypress 
bark,  it  combines  Japanese  and 
Chinese  architectural  styles. 

Elsewhere  on  the  island  are 
more  secular  pleasures  —  an 
aquarium,  teahouses,  dozens  of 


gift  shops  and  even  stores  selling 
little  bags  of  deer  treats, 

I  had  only  a  couple  of  hours  to 
visit,  but  others  say  it’s  worth 
staying  overnight:  When  the  last 
ferry  leaves  for  the  mainland  and 


the  big  crowds  of  day-trippers  de¬ 
part,  the  island  auiets  down  and 
you  get  a  much  better  sense  of 
why  it’s  officially  one  of  the  three 
most  beautiful  spots  in  Japan. 

—  John  Flinn 
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One  of  the  biggest  'surprises  aDout  traveling  in  Japan  is  that  it's  not 
nearly  as  expensive  as  you  think.  Outside  Tokyo  and  Osaka,  hotels 
and  meals  generally  cost  no  more  than  you'd  spend  in  the  United 
States  for  comparable  quality. 

lETfii^HEBE 

There  are  no  direct  flights  to  ifiroshima  from  the  United  States 
From  San  Francisco,  ANA, 

Northwest,  United  and 
Japan  Airlines  offer  one- 
stop  connecting  flights  via 
Tokyo.  Japan’s  shinkansen 
(bullet  trains)  are  fast, 
efficient  and  generally 
cheaper  than  flying. 
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The  A-bomb  Dome,  top,  stands  across  the  river  from  Peace 
Memorial  Park,  while  a  plaque  marking  the  exact  location  of 
groimd  zero,  above,  sits  little  noticed  on  a  small  side  street. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

You  see  them  on  hotel-room  pil¬ 
lows,  where  they’re  left  each  night 
in  lieu  of  a  mint.  You  see  strings  of 
them  knitted  together  and  heaped 
in  enormous  piles  in  front  of  the 
Atomic  Bomb  Memorial  Mound 
in  the  park,  where  the  ashes  of  tens 
of  thousands  of  unidentified  vic¬ 
tims  rest.  A  few  steps  away,  at  the 
Children’s  Peace  Monument,  im¬ 
mense  chains  of  cranes  fill  nine 
large  glass  cases.  Maintenance 
workers  clear  them  out  by  the 
armful  to  make  room  for  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  new  ones,  folded  by 
schoolchildren  the  world  over, 
that  that  arrive  here  every  day. 
(The  city  sends  10  tons  of  cranes  to 
the  recycling  center  every  year.) 

The  tradition  honors  a  girl 
named  Sadako  Sasaki,  who  was  on¬ 
ly  2  when  the  bomb  exploded. 
Nine  years  later  she  developed 
leukemia,  known  in  Hiroshima  as 
“the  A-bomb  disease.”  A  friend 
told  her  of  a  Japanese  legend  that 
anyone  who  folded  1,000  paper 
cranes  would  be  granted  a  wish. 

In  bed  at  the  Hiroshima  Red 
Cross  Hospital,  the  young  girl  be¬ 
gan  folding  them  ceaselessly,  and 
some  versions  of  the  story  leave 
her  heartbreakingly  short  of  her 
goal  —  she  finished  644  in  some 
versions,  944  in  others  —  when  she 
died  in  October  1955.  But  the  truth 
is  that  Sasaki  folded  more  than 
1,000  in  less  than  a  month,  making 
them  smaller  and  smaller  as  she 
progressed.  Dozens  of  her  cranes 
are  on  display  at  the  Peace  Memo¬ 
rial  Museum,  some  as  tiny  as  fish¬ 
ing  flies.  She  had  to  fold  them  with 
needles  and  a  magnifying  glass. 

Other  than  the  Peace  Memorial 
Park  and  the  A-Bomb  Dome,  you 
don’t  see  many  obvious  reminders 
of  the  bomb  in  Hiroshima.  But 
walking  around  aimlessly  one  af¬ 
ternoon,  I  stumbled  upon  a  few. 
The  Bank  of  Japan  building  is  one 
of  the  few  downtown  structures  to 
survive  largely  intact;  remarkably, 
it  was  open  for  business  two  days 
later.  But  it  wasn’t  open  the  day  1 
was  there. 

A  block  away,  at  the  Fukuro- 
machi  Elementary  School,  which 
served  as  a  rehef  station,  the  black¬ 
ened  walls  in  the  stairwell  are  cov¬ 
ered  with  60-year-old  chalk  mes¬ 
sages  desperately  seeking  the 
whereabouts  of  survivors.  These 
messages  had  long  ago  been  plas¬ 
tered  over  and  were  discovered  on¬ 
ly  during  a  renovation  in  1999.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  stairs,  the  wood¬ 
en  ceiling  beams  were  turned  to 
charcoal  by  the  bomb. 

It  wasn’t  easy  to  find  the  monu¬ 
ment  that  marks  the  site  of  ground 
zero.  On  a  small,  busy,  side  street, 
the  plaque  hangs  on  a  wall  of  the 
Shima  Surgical  Hospital,  between 
a  parking  garage  and  a  conve¬ 


nience  store.  This  is  the  exact  spot 
where,  60  years  ago,  the  bomb 
called  Little  Boy  exploded  1,800 
feet  overhead.  On  the  day  I  was 
there,  no  one  on  the  street  seemed 
to  take  any  notice. 

Stories  of  recovery 

Hiroshima’s  most  moving  sym¬ 
bols  of  the  bomb,  of  course,  are  the 
50,000  hibakusha,  who,  along 
with  their  counterparts  in  Nagasa¬ 
ki,  are  the  only  living  witnesses  to 
nuclear  war.  'Through  the  city 
tourism  office,  I  arranged  to  spend 
most  of  a  day  speaking  with  three 
of  them;  Michiko  Yamaoka,  Yoshi- 
nori  Obayashi  and  Sakae  Okuda, 
who  were  15,  16  and  8  years  old, 
respectively,  at  the  time.  (For  their 
stories,  see  Insight,  Bl.) 

“After  the  war  I  hated  Ameri¬ 
ca,”  Yamaoka  told  me.  “I  hated  Ja¬ 
pan,  too.  America  was  the  country 
that  dropped  the  bomb,  and  Japan 
was  the  country  that  started  the 
war.  When  I  flew  to  America  for 
some  surgery,  I  didn’t  smile  at  all. 
But  then  the  Quaker  family  I  was 
staying  with  accepted  me  totally. 
When  they  first  met  me,  they  sai^ 
T’m  sorry.’  I  decided  right  then 
that  I  wouldn’t  hate  people,  any 
people.  I  hate  war. 

“Now,  all  these  years  later,  I 
don’t  like  to  remember  what  hap¬ 
pened  that  day.  But  I  need  to  keep 
telling  my  story  so  people  don’t 
take  peace  for  granted.” 

Yamaoka’s  eyes  welled  up. 
“Really,  1  don’t  hate  America,”  she 
repeated.  “What  happened  here 
happened  because  of  war.  We  have 
to  make  sure  it  never  happens 
again.” 

On  my  last  night  in  town,  crav¬ 
ing  a  little  normalcy,  I  went  to  a 
Hiroshima  Carp  baseball  game. 
The  ballpark  is  directly  across  the 
street  from  the  A-bomb  Dome, 
and  Hiroshima  has  always  viewed 
the  team  as  a  proud  symbol  of  its 
recovery.  Unique  in  Japanese 
baseball,  it’s  owned  by  the  people 
of  the  city  (other  teams  are  owned 
by,  and  named  for,  corporations), 
and  it  began  play  less  than  five 
years  after  the  bomb. 

Alas,  on  this  night,  the  first  ever 


WHERE  TO  STAY 

Hotel  Sunroute,  near 
Peace  Memorial  Park. 

011-81-82-249-3600, 
www.sunroute.jp  (mostly 
in  Japanese).  Primarily  a 
business  hotel,  but  it  has 
an  unbeatable  location. 

Type  “Hotel  Sunroute 
Hiroshima"  into  a  search 
engine  to  reach  several 
online  discounters  who 
book  rooms.  Doubles, 

10,000  yen  (about  $90), 

For  other  choices,  visit  the 
Hiroshima  Convention  & 

Visitors  Bureau  Web  site 
(below). 

WHERE  TO  EAT 

Oksnomi  Village,  5-13 
Shintenchi,  Naka-ku, 

Hiroshima.  Okonomi 
(sometimes  translated  as 
“whatever  you  want”)  is 
sort  of  a  multilayered 

Japanese  tostada  eaten  at  lunch  counters.  Okonomi  Village  is  a 
collection  of  dozens  of  these  places.  Everyone  has  a  favorite,  but 
the  fare  is  pretty  much  the  same  from  counter  to  counter.  Lunch, 
500  yen  ($4.50). 


Source:  ESRI 
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WHAT  TO  DO 


The  Peace  Memorial  Museum  in  Peace  Memorial  Park.  01 1-81- 
82-241-4004,  www.pcf.city.hiroshima.jp.  Open  daily  at  8:30  a.m., 
closing  from  5  p.m.  to  7  p.m.  depending  on  date.  Adults  50  yen 
($.45)  children,  30  yen  ($.26). 

Miyajima.  To  get  to  the  “shrine  island,”  either  take  a  ferry  directly 
from  Hiroshima  (1,460  yen/$13, 22  minutes),  or  take  a  train  or 
streetcar  from  Hiroshima-eki  (central  railway  station)  to  Miyajima- 
guchi,  and  then  a  shorter  ferry  from  there  (170  yen/$1.50,  seven 
minutes). 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 


Japan  National  Tourist  Organization,  (415)  292-5686, 
www.jnto.go.jp. 

Hiroshima  Convention  &  Visitors  Bureau,  01 1-81-82-244- 
6156,  www.hiroshima-navi.or.jp. 


in  Japanese  interleague  play,  the 
Carp’s  pitcher  was  getting  shelled 
like  an  edamame  bean  by  the  Sei- 
bu  Lions.  By  the  bottom  of  the 
sixth,  the  home  team  was  down 
9-1. 

But  then  some  magic  hap¬ 
pened.  The  Carp  got  a  httle  rally 
going,  a  couple  of  runs  scored,  and 
then  center  fielder  Koichi  Ogata 
cracked  one  deep  into  the  night,  a 
tape-measure  shot  high  over  the 
center  field  wall. 

The  crowd  leapt  to  its  feet,  and 
instinctively  1  turned  to  high-five 


the  man  next  to  me.  They  don’t  do 
a  lot  of  this  in  Japan,  but  seeing 
that  his  neighbor  was  an  Ameri¬ 
can,  he  gave  it  a  try. 

It  might  have  been  one  of  the 
most  awkward  high  fives  in  sports 
history,  but  not  for  want  of  good 
will.  That  it  happened  at  all,  barely 
150  yards  from  ground  zero,  60 
years  after  the  unspeakable,  was 
uplifting  indeed. 

E-mail  Executive  Travel  Editor 
John  Flinn  at 
travel@sfchronicle.com. 


INCLUDES 

AIRFARE 


•  NEW  YORK 

•  BOSTON 

•  BAR  HARBOR 

•  HALIFAX 

•  QUEBEC 

•  SAGUENAY  R. 

•  SYONEY 


CANADA 


ENGLAND 


NORWEGIAN  JEWEL  C 
FANTASTIC! 

FEES,  TAX  $309 


OCT.  21 -NOV.  1  (11  NTS.) 
WORLD’S  NEWEST  SHIP!! 


1279'!S' 


NEW  YORK 

M-F  8:30-5:30  SAT.  &  SUN.  io-28()0458»3636  www.cfuisewwt.coiii^ 


5-night  Wonders  of  New  Zealand 

includes:  roundtrip  air  from  SFO  $  1 7  0 

on  Air  New  Zealand,  5  nights'  Go  ^ 

Kiwi  Hotel  Pass,  rental  car  &  more! 


AlH.NEWZEAl.ANr} 


Call  Emma  Marrow  at 
Pleasant  Hulida^s  tSOO)  638-0600 

FYk35s  are  pe’ pesorv  dbi.  ocn  Sub(.  ID  avoi  Reflridicjni  and  fees  fTT^app^  CST1CX3785810 


Summit 

THAVEL  CROUP 


Maui,  Suite  Maui. 


You’ll  get  the  most  of  your  Maui  vacation  when  you  stay  with  us. 
At  Embassy  Vacation  Resort  Maui  on  Ka’anapali  Beach,  every 
room  is  a  suite  with  a  private  bedroom,  huge  bathroom  and  large 
living  space,  so  you’ll  have  plenty  of  room  to  move.  Think  of  it 
as  home  with  a  much  better  view. 


Buy  Three,  Get  Two  FREE. 

When  you  pay  for  three  nights, 
the  fourth  and  fifth  nights  are  absolutely  FREE.* 


1-800-669-3155 
WWW.  mauiembassy.  com 


I  Compltaenlaiy  nUhlly  codoall  tecepUon 


ig  1 18-hole  miniature  golf 
se  I  One-acre  Iteated  pool  with  wateisllde  I  Pool  and  beach  equipment  rentals 
•Some  resmoions  apply.  "Buy  Three.  GefPM)  FREE"  offer  valid  8034)5-12/21/2005 


EMBASSY 

VACATION  RESORT 

Kaanapali 


./UNITED 

VACATIONS 


Enjoy  great 
accommodations  and 
earn  8,000  United  Mileage 
Plus'*  bonus  miles! 

Stay  with  Hilton  Hotels 
Hawaii  or  Doubletree®  and 
reap  the  rewards  with  free* 
nights  and  dining  deals. 


Prices  good  this  week  oniy 


All  prices  include  roundtrip  air 
and  hotel  accommodations. 


Hawaii 

o 

<3> 


O,  ,  /T’rices  include  roundtrip  5  pts 

3llU  V  airport/hotel  transfers.  J  From 


airport/hotel  transfers. 

Doubletree®  Alana  Hotel  -  ^ 

Waikiki  %59 

Includes  5th  night  free’,  room  upgrade 
and  $25  dining  credit, 

Hilton  Hawaiian  Village®  _ 

Beach  Resort  &  Spa  ^59 

Includes  5th  night  free’,  room  upgrade 
and  $50  dining  credit. 


5  nts. 
From 


unitedvacations.com 

1.888.328.6877 


Contact  a  travel  professional  in  your  area. 


Hawaii's  Big  Island 

A  Hilton  Waikoloa  , 

Village®  *1,084 

Includes  5th  night  free’,  room  upgrade 
and  daily  breakfast  for  two. 

Hilton 

Hawaii 

Use  promo  code  HILTONMLS  to  earn  bonus  miles. 


0  Hotels  ate  rated  on  a  1  to  6  scale,  where  1  reflects  a  budget  property  and  5  indicates  a  luxunous  resort.  Departures  from 
San  Francisco.  Pnces  are  per  person  based  on  double  occupancy  unless  otherwise  noted  and  reflect  applicable  savings 
Every  flying  passenger  is  responsible  for  the  following  charges,  which  are  not  included  in  the  prices  shown  and  which  vary  bv 
itinerary;  passenger  facility  charges  ol  up  to  $f  8,  ar  segment  fees  of  J3, 20  per  dpmestic  segment.  International  tees  and  ties 
of  up  to  $85  and  the  September  1 1th  Security  Fee  of  up  to  $10,  Air  segments  may  be  senaced  by  United.  Ted,  Unfted  Express 
Air  Wisconsin,  Chautauqua  Airlines,  Mesa,  Republic  Airlines,  Shuttle  America,  SkyWest,  and  Trans  States  and/«  code 


foltowing  room  c 
Hilton  Wakoloa 


earners  Air  Wisconsin,  Chautauqua  Airlines,  Mesa,  Republic  Airlines,  Shuttle  America,  SkyWest,  and  Trans  States  and/or  code 
shae  partners  including  Aloha  Airlines  and  US  Aiiways,  Weekend,  holiday  and/or  convention  surcharges  and  blackout  dates 
may  apply,  'Free  hotel  night  appte  to  room  rate  and  room  tax  only;  a  qualifying  stay  is  required.  Extra  values,  including  free 
values,  may  require  a  qualifying  purcto  Pnces  ae  pa  person,  based  on  double  occupancy  and  reflect  Wed-Thu  depa^res 
for  travel  9/1-1 1/10/05,  except  the  Doubletree,  which  reflects  departures  9/7-11/10/06,  Pnces  are  based  on  bookinqsin  the 
Doubletree*  Alana  Hotel  -  City/Mounlain  room:  Hilton  Hawaian  Village*  -  Wlage/Gardenview  room; 
larriflintno,.,  rrwyv ,  ..wii  ch0ck-in  basod  OH  availability.  For  bonus  mite  offer,  use 

9/1-12/15/05;  include  airfare  and  and  a  Hilton  or 
)r  more  nights.  Offer  is  not  retroactive  and  is  not 

n„aiifvinn  a  ninht  '^“e-aOdeO  extras,  -ah  night  is  free  with  a 

OUaiiiyiiig  ‘♦-riiyrii  siay.  Aiiernaie  origin  ciiies  ana  noiei  selections  are  available;  prices  will  vary.  Other  restrictions  mav  anniv 
For  full  details,  see  United  Vacations'  Terms  &  Conditions.  Best  Price  Guarantee  refunds  are  available  when  United  fiiahW 
accommodations  and  travel  dates  match  exact^i  between  the  United  Vacations  package  and  the  comparison  packaoe  FxS 
match  packages  must  be  reported  Wthin  24  hours  of  purchase  to  qualh.  For  Ml  details  on  the  Rntre  doiSs 
uniledvacations.com/reservations/bestprice.asp.  All  otters  are  based  on 
avalkiPility  and  are  subiect  to  change  Wthout  notice.  Other  restnctions  J 

may  apply.  Please  refer  to  terms  and  conditions  in  a  United  Vacations  IQQ  —  rnce 


brxhure  for  more  inlormatlon,  GST  2(X)9218-20 


Guarantee 
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See  what  Datebook  has  to  say.  ^<111  -SljTOtikik 
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Advertising  Feature 


WORLDTRAVELAGENTS 


AMERICAS  TRAVEL 


PERU  S3S9 
ARGENTINA  $765 
BOLIVIA  $799 

BRAZIL  ^5 

COLOMBIA  $555 
ECUADOR  $635 
VENEZUELA  $529 


CHILE  S699 
BELIZE  $510 

COSTARICA  $406 
GUATEMALA  $435 
HONDURAS  $545 
NICARAGUA  $555 
PANAMA  $530 


BEST  FARES  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
Specials:  Manila  -  $600  *<•  tax 


STUDENT  FARES  NOW  ON  SALE!!! 

buAOALAJARA  $395  OAXACA  $575 

ReaJrlctions  Apply.  Taxes  Not  Included.  Subiect  lo  Availability. 


MACHU  PICCHU  INKA  TRAIL 

USSASp.p.  4  Day»/3  Nights 


I  ATHENS . 

GERMANY . 

LONDON . 

MILAN/ROME.. 

PARIS . 

SPAIN 


..608  SWITZERUND . 537 

...450  BEIJING . 560 

...408  BANGKOK . 610 

..548  JAKARTA/BALI . 730 

.  408  AUCKUND/SYDNEY..920 
..540  US  MICRONESIA . 1200 


I  BUENOS  AIRES  ONE  WEEK  I 

I  Air,  Mot^l  a.  Tour  $  1  i  99  pp/cJbl  I 


5*703-9055  ^'ww.americaatravel.net 


To  Advertise,  call:  Carol  Jones 
415-777-7697 
cjones@sfchronicle.com 


Fax;  (415)  433-9660 

110  Sutter  St.,  Suite  505,  San  Francisco  94104 
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MEXICO  SUMMER  SALE 
Week  on  The  Beach 
Cancun  $459  Cabo  $479  PVR  $549  Al 

HAWAII  FALL  SALE 
Week  at  Waikiki  Resort  $469 
5  Niter  Maui  Islander  w/car  $554 

K.iM)d  on  Ouultlg  t  )cciipdiicy> Tokos  AdcJt'L 

^Funjet  HOLIDAY  EXPRESS 
Mvta.ah'o«.  800-424-9949 

www.4sand.com  CST  1008943-40 


"NEPAL  TIBET  INDIA  BHUTAN 

Lhasa  Overland-land  only . fr  $995 

MT  Kallash-land  only . fr  $1830 

Angkor  Wat  tour-land  only . fr  $338 

Discounted  airfare.  Restrictions  apply. 

Himalayan  Treasures  and  travel 

3596  Ponderosa  Trail  •  Pinole  CA  94564 

1  510  223  5307  •  1.800.223.1813 
email  oovind®hlmaiavantravel$.com 

CST2006160:10^  j 


Honolulu 

$279  air  Maui 

$329 

Bali 

$759  Kona 

$369  air 

Bangkok 

$649  Tahiti 

$779 

Cancun 

$559 4  day  Sydney 

$899 

TOLL  FREE  866  566  8078 

wwvy.isiana$t»Dr$*,eoai  <WtD.//wwv».liland$Eii>rs5,com> 

C8t  2056720-4 

&  Hawaii  ^279* 


EUROPE  AND  ASIA  SPECIALS 


1  ivi&ktravi:i.‘»i::rvice‘!..inc. 
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Call  for  Other  De.%tinations: 
(415)392-5550  •  (408)  295-5552  •  (800)  578-9885 
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Hawvaii  Calls.,. 


DISCOUNT  HAWAII  AIRFARE 

I  LOWEST  Hol*l  «  Condo  Rcilos 

i  800-745-6144 

s  •  BOOK  ONLINE  • 


www.Dis(ountHawaii.<om 


www.irflh.will.t.n 
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WAIKIKI  *449  KONA  *739 

MAUI  *639  KAUAI  $749 
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•PP  OBUTAXES  a  RESTRICTIONS  APPIY/LOW  SEASON  RATES 
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Western  Roundup 

Christine  Delsol 


Cavalcade 
of  cool  cars 
on  the  coast 

For  most  visitors,  it’s  a  haven 
of  seascapes,  historic  adobes 
and  missions.  But  for  the 
week  of  Aug.  19-26,  the  Central 
Coast  is  all  about  cars. 

The  Monterey  Historic  Auto¬ 
mobile  Races  will  take  over  Maz¬ 
da  Raceway  Laguna  Seca  Aug.  19- 
21  with  400  sports  cars  from  the 
1900s  to  the  1980s,  most  with  rac¬ 
ing  pedigrees  and  several  with  fa¬ 
mous  drivers. 

Both  an  intense  racing  compe¬ 
tition  and  an  homage  to  design  in¬ 
novation,  this  year’s  event  honors 
“Great  American  Specials”  — 
homegrown  custom  race  cars.  A 
special  tribute 
goes  to  Jim  Hall, 
who  revolution¬ 
ized  the  sport 
with  aerody¬ 
namics,  intro¬ 
ducing  the  mov¬ 
able  wing  in 
1965.  His  Chap¬ 
arral  is  the  mar¬ 
que  car.  For  in¬ 
formation,  call  (800)  327-7322  or 
visit  www.laguna-seca.com. 

On  Aug.  21,  the  Pebble  Beach 
Concours  d’Elegance  is  adding  a 
Hot  Rod  Class  to  this  year’s  exhibit 
of  rare  cars  from  the  pre-  and  post¬ 
war  heyday  of  custom  cars,  along 
with  the  latest  concept  cars.  Call 
(831)  622-1700  or  visit  www.peb 
blebeachconcours.  net. 

For  a  lower-key  automobile 
love  fest,  pre-1973  cars  take  to  the 
streets  of  neighboring  Seaside  for 
“Hot  Cars,  Cool  Nights”  Aug.  26 
(831)  394-6501.  And  down  the 
highway  in  Atascadero  (San  Luis 
Obispo  County),  classic  cars  will 
cruise  downtown  on  Hot  El  Cami- 
no  Cruise  Nite,  Aug.  19,  followed 
by  the  Mid  State  Cruisers  Car 
Show  Aug.  20.  Eor  details,  call 
(805)  461-5000  or  visit  www.  hotel 
caminocruisenite.com. 

Tahoe  beach  cleanup 

The  water  remains  off  limits  at 
all  five  beaches  closed  by  a  sewage 
spill  in  the  Kings  Beach  area  of 
North  Lake  Tahoe  July  19,  but 
sandy  beach  areas  from  Secline 
Beach  to  the  Coon  Street  Boat 
Launch  and  the  parking  and  pic¬ 
nic  areas  of  North  Tahoe  Beach 
have  reopened.  The  Kings  Beach 
State  Recreation  Area  and  the 
Deer  Street  public  beach  are  still 
closed. 

Water  quality  is  being  tested 
daily  as  the  clean-up  continues. 
Drinking  water  and  motel  swim¬ 
ming  pools  were  not  affected  by 
the  spill,  and  more  than  a  dozen 
North  Lake  Tahoe  beaches  re¬ 
main  open.  Eor  recorded  updates, 
call  (530)  584-1500  or  visit  the 
Public  Utility  District  Web  site, 
www.ntpud.OTg. 

Mountain  tracks 

Roaring  Camp  Railroads  in 
Felton,  remnants  of  the  19th  cen- 
hmy  sawmill  industry  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Mountains,  have  been  carry¬ 
ing  passengers  through  the  reT 
woods  to  the 
beach  since 

1875.  The  week¬ 
end  of  Aug.  13- 
14  brings  sever¬ 
al  variations  on 
the  tradition, 
from  Saturday’s 
nighttime  ex¬ 
cursion  to  the 
Santa  Cruz 

Beach  Boardwalk  (repeated  Aug. 
20)  to  the  Summer  Gathering  of 
Mountain  Men,  re-creating  settler 
Isaac  Graham’s  1830s  encamp¬ 
ment  both  days,  to  performances 
and  jams  at  the  Musical  Saw  Festi¬ 
val  all  day  Sunday.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (831)  3354484  or  visit 
www.Toaringcamp.com. 

And  another  thing ... 

The  Victoria,  B.C.,  Dragon 
Boat  Festival,  Aug.  12-14,  gathers 
90  North  American  teams  to  test 
themselves  in  the  increasingly 
popular  sport.  (250)  704-2500, 
www.victoriadragonboat.com. 

. . .  The  Mammoth  Villagefest 
combines  “California’s  Highest 
Rib  Cookoff’  with  a  free  concert 
by  Curtis  Salgado,  John  Belushi’s 
inspiration  for  “The  Blues  Broth¬ 
ers,”  in  Mammoth  Mountain, 
Aug.  13.  (760)  937-7222,  www. 
mammothmountain.com. 

Visitors  can  tour  the  20  or  more 
tall  ships  and  other  international 
vessels  that  will  cruise  into  San 
Diego  for  the  Maritime  Museum’s 
Festival  of  Sail,  Aug.  17-21.  (619) 
234-9153,  www.sdmaritime.org. 

■  ■  ■  The  Village  at  Squaw  Valley’s 
Brews,  Jazz  and  Funk  Fest,  Aug. 
20-21,  features  regional  and  na¬ 
tional  acts  and  micro  and  macro 
brews.  (877)  297-2140,  www.the 
villageatsquaw.com. 


Satisfying  the  urge  to  splurge  in  Carmel 


photos  by  Chris  Hardy  /  The  Chronicle 

Highlands  Inn  sets  high  bar,  not  highest  priee 

By feanne Cooper 
Chronicle  Staff  Writer 


Carmel 

When  it  comes  to  luxury, 
everyone  sets  his  or  her 
own  price.  Adventurous 
travelers  may  pay  top  dollar  for 
their  lightweight  tents  and  back¬ 
packs,  but  won’t  lighten  their  wal¬ 
lets  for  any  indoor  lodgings  over 
$100.  Others  who  yearn  for  opu¬ 
lence  will  economize  all  year  to 
splinge  on  a  suite  with  600-thread- 
count  sheets  —  at  2  bucks  a  thread. 

But  if  there  is  a  middle  ground 
for  luxm-ious  accommodations,  it 
might  be  at  a  place  such  as  the 
Highlands  Inn,  first  opened  as  a 
rustic  lodge  in  1917  and  now  part 
of  the  upscale  Park  Hyatt  chain. 
Compared  to  Big  Sur’s  pricier  Post 
Ranch  Inn  or  Ventana  —  two  of  the 
Bay  Area’s  favorite  getaway  indul¬ 
gences  —  it’s  practically  a  bargain. 
And  because  it’s  only  4  miles  south 
of  Carmel,  the  Highlands  Inn  also 
splits  the  difference  for  those  who 
want  to  revel  in  the  isolation  of  the 
rugged  Central  Coast,  and  those 
who  now  and  then  want  to  trade 
inspiring  scenery  for  a  good  selec¬ 
tion  of  shops  and  restaurants. 

My  husband,  Ian,  and  I  decided 
to  stay  there  the  last  weekend  in 


April  for  the  Big  Sur  International 
Marathon,  which  passes  the  High¬ 
lands  Inn  around  the  23-mile 
mark.  If  I  couldn’t  get  to  the  finish 
line  in  time  to  see  Ian  cross  it,  I 
could  always  enjoy  the  race  from 
the  sidehnes.  The  second  night 
(two-night  weekend  minimums 
being  awfully  hard  to  avoid 
around  Carmel)  we  could  both 
wallow  in  comfort. 

Theoretically,  we  could  have 
done  the  same  from  Post  Ranch, 
close  to  the  race’s  starting  line,  but 
when  we  stayed  there  a  few  years 
ago  we  had  justified  its  $900-plus 
tab  by  noting  I  would  only  turn  40 
once.  This  time,  we  wanted  to  af¬ 
ford  a  couple  more  marathons. 


Unlike  at  Post  Ranch,  we 
wouldn’t  meet  the  maker  of  our 
room’s  African-hardwood  cabi¬ 
nets,  take  a  private  nature  walk 
with  water  bottles  strategically  left 
for  us  every  50  yards,  or  nibble  on 
free  white  chocolate  truffles  and 
gourmet  potato  chips,  washed 
down  with  complimentary  Char- 
donnay.  But  for  closer  to  $350  a 
night,  I  thought  we  could  adjust. 

The  entrance  to  the  Highlands 
Iim  winds  up  from  Highway  1  as 
tight  as  a  Formula  1  course  in  Mo¬ 
naco,  although  our  first  impres¬ 
sion  of  the  Highlands  Inn  was  not 
quite  so  glamorous.  To  the  left 
were  several  tiers  of  wood-frame 
buildings  that  looked  more  like 


If  you  go 


Gazing  at  the 

coast  south  of 
Carmel  is  a 
star  attraction 
of  the 

Highlands  Inn 
restaurants, 
but  one  can 
also  soak  in 
the  view  from 
the  giant 
bathtub  in 
some  rooms. 


GETTING  THERE 

Carmel  Highlands  is  on  Highway  1, 
about  4  miles  south  of  Carmel. 


WHERE  TO  STAY 

The  Highlands  Inn,  Park  Hyatt 
Carmel,  120  Highlands  Drive, 
Carmel.  (800)  233-1234  or  (831) 
620-1234,  www.highlandsinn. 
hyatt.com.  Doubles  $475-$595  In 
summer  (two-night  minimum  on 
weekends),  from  $325  off-season. 
Most  summer  and  fall  weekends  in 
the  48-room  hotel  are  booked  well 
in  advance,  but  cancellations  do 
occur. 


WHERE  TO  EAT 

Highlands  Inn  (see  above):  The 
casual  California  Market  has 

indoor-outdoor  seating;  heated 
deck  overlooks  pool  and  ocean. 
Breakfast  platters  $1 1-$13  (buffet 
$16);  lunch,  popular  with  locals, 
has  soups,  salads,  sandwiches  and 
seafood,  $7-$23;  dinner  entrees, 
$18-$26.  The  more  formal  PaciL 
ic’s  Edge  (jeans  and  athletic  wear 
discouraged)  faces  the  ocean  and 
is  open  nightly  for  dinner.  Exec¬ 
utive  chef  Mark  Ayers’  seasonal 
menus  offer  three  choices  for  $56, 
four  for  $64  and  five  for  $72; 
five-course  chefs  menu  is  $85 
($150  including  wine). 

Carmel  Highlands  General  Store, 

just  north  of  the  inn  at  70  Highway 
1.  (831)  624-7851  Small  grocery 
and  deli  with  good  selection  of 
regional  wines. 
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WHAT  TO  DO 

Point  Lobos  State  Reserve,  3 

miles  south  of  Carmel  on  Highway 
1.(831)  624-4909,  pf-/obos. 
parks.state.ca.us.  Scenic  trails  and 
marine  reserve  open  daiiy  9  a.m.-7 
p.m.  (until  5  p.m.  beginning  Oct. 
30).  $8  per  vehicle  ($4  with  se¬ 
nior,  $3  with  disabled  passenger). 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

Carmel  Visitor  Center,  San  Carlos 
Street  between  Fifth  and  Sixth 
streets,  Carmel.  (800)  550-4333, 
www.carmelcalifornia.org.  Mon¬ 
terey  County  and  Big  Sur  informa¬ 
tion  in  upstairs  office  next  door  to 
Hog’s  Breath  Inn 


modest  Tahoe  condos  than  a  bou¬ 
tique  hotel.  To  the  right,  steps  led 
up  to  a  small  stone  building  that 
houses  the  lobby,  bar  and  two  res¬ 
taurants.  Mountain  bikes  leaned 
next  to  a  friendly  bellman  against 
one  wall. 

When  we  got  out  of  our  car,  the 
impression  swiftly  changed.  No 
fewer  than  four  people  greeted  us 
warmly  before  Ian  and  I  were 
quickly  checked  in  and  our  bags 
whisked  away.  We  had  barely 
glanced  through  the  ocean-view 
glass  wall  at  the  end  of  the  lobby 
before  we  were  gaping  at  the  Point 
Lobos-and-points-south  panora¬ 
ma  from  our  own  room. 

“Room”  is  a  bit  of  a  misnomer. 
A  remodeling  almost  halved  the 
original  number  of  lodgings  to  48; 


the  inn’s  membership  in  Park  Hy¬ 
att’s  “vacation  club”  program 
meant  our  room  sported  a  gleam¬ 
ing  full  kitchen,  a  woodsy  living 
room  with  fireplace  (stacked  with 
logs  and  kindling),  a  small  dining 
area  and  an  ample  bedroom  —  the 
last  separated  from  the  handsome 
stone  sink-and-shower  area  by 
sliding  wood  panels  and  a  tub  as 
big  as  our  king-size  bed. 

From  the  living  room  and  bed¬ 
room,  we  had  a  $999,000  view  (tak¬ 
ing  $1,000  off  for  the  occasionally 
audible  strip  of  Highway  1),  which 
could  also  be  enjoyed  from  a  balco¬ 
ny  long  enough  to  have  two  seat¬ 
ing  areas.  Breakfast  was  not  includ¬ 
ed,  but  somehow  we  didn’t  miss 
the  plastic-wrapped  Entenmann’s 
pastries  and  fruit  cups  of  the  “Eu- 
ropean-style  inns”  in  Garmel  and 
Pacific  Grove  where  we  usually 
end  up.  Instead,  we  bought  provi¬ 
sions  at  the  Carmel  Crossroads 
Safeway  and  made  our  own  the  day 
after  the  marathon. 

The  day  of  the  marathon  dawn¬ 
ed  too  early  for  breakfast,  but  we 
made  up  for  it  with  Irmch  at  the 
California  Marketplace,  the  inn’s 
casual  restaurant.  We  sat  on  the 
large  deck  overlooking  the  heated 
pool  —  and  more  gorgeous  prom¬ 
ontories  —  and  had  staples  such  as 
seared  ahi  and  fried  calamari.  The 


A.  woy  to 
earn  TryeBiue* 


points. 


introducing  the  Jetilue  Card 
from  American  impress. 

Ui#  it  Gfid  yeu  can  &mi  points  toward  &  hm*  flight 
in  Qur  TruoBlufs  flight  Grotitudf  Pfogfam-.  Ami  you  con 
bo  bock  flying  with  us  bofere  you  know  it, 


i 

r 

r 


I 

I 


I 


N;’ 

{a 


\ 

I 


Marketplace  prices  are  not  for  the 
budget-minded  —  but  then  again, 
we’ve  paid  nearly  as  much  at  Ne¬ 
penthe  farther  down  Highway  1 
for  not  nearly  as  impressive  fare. 

At  the  Pacific’s  Edge,  the  inn’s 
upper-level,  dirmer-only  restau¬ 
rant,  executive  chef  Mark  Ayers’ 
ambitious  menu  and  equally  high- 
reaching  prices  seemed  on  a  par 
with  those  of  Ventana’s  Cielo  or 
the  Post  Ranch  Irm’s  Sierra  Mar, 
where  we’ve  had  the  kind  of  im¬ 
peccable  meals  that  are  impossible 
to  describe  afterward  without 
sounding  smug.  We  didn’t  get  a 
chance  to  do  a  real  comparison, 
though,  because  the  marathon 
runner  among  us  had  only  jeans 
and  athletic  wear,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  discreetly  placed  notice, 
are  banned  from  Pacific’s  Edge. 

No  worries  -  the  Monterey 
Peninsula  s  many  dining  options 
were  close  enough.  One  night  we 
returned  to  our  favorite  Pacific 
Grove  restaurant,  Passionfish, 
which  features  sustainable  sea¬ 
food,  well-priced  wines  and  amia¬ 
ble  service.  Post-marathon,  we 
both  felt  the  need  to  splurge  on 
calories,  and  Lugano,  a  Swiss  res¬ 
taurant  in  Carmel’s  Barnyard  Vil¬ 
lage,  did  the  trick,  with  fondue  for 
me  and  wienerschnitzel  for  him. 

Sadly,  we  ran  out  of  time  and 
energy  to  rev  up  the  whirlpool  in 
our  m-room  mega-tub,  collapsing 
instead  into  bed.  But  after  the  mar¬ 
athon,  we’d  taken  advantage  of 
one  of  several  communal  outdoor 
Jacuzzis,  this  one  seemingly  nes¬ 
tled  in  the  tree  tops  and  serendipi- 
tously  devoid  of  other  guests. 

It  might  not  have  had  quite  the 
wow  factor  of  the  infinity-edge 
soaking  pool  at  the  Post  Ranch 
Inn,  but  our  hot-tub  aerie  did  pro¬ 
vide  middle  ground  between  the 
urge  to  relax  and  the  urge  to  be  in 
the  glorious  outdoors.  And  the 
“wow”  that  our  bill  evoked  was  the 
kind  that  meant,  “LeFs  do  this  next 
year.” 


Jeanne  Cooper  is  editor  of 
Travel.  To  comment,  e-mail 
travel@sfchronicle.com. 


